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Clutches, flywheels, 
cranes, PSV, truck, 
plant, drive plate 
re-corking, friction 
material, dry and oil 
immersed friction 
specialists, custom 
clutch service and 
Technical advice 


FWW596, this beautiful 1947 Bedford OB, owned by Mr. David Hudson, she is a favourite, we have 
just completed the clutch restoration, she is very special, having been fitted with a glass roof whilst 
working in York on sight-seeing tours, so that the customers could see the lovely buildings. The 
clutch restoration storyboard is available to see on Facebook at Truckfix Vintage. 



Holders of major Bus, Coach, Crane and Truck fleet contracts 

TEL: 01274 877322 FAX: 08448 584481 
EMAIL: sales@truckfixclutches.com www.truckfixclutches.com 


Truckfix Limited. Highfield Works, 
Bradford Road, Cleckheaton, BD19 3TN 
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Here’s a rear view of the LeyLand Octopus on the cover, which only serves to emphasise its similarity 
to the Dinky model. Of course, you could build an LAD-cabbed model using Kingfisher parts and 
paint it in Marstons colours in tribute. UFA 180 was registered in Burton upon Trent in 1964, so is 
probably‘the Real McCoy’and, having seen a picture of it before restoration, its splendid current 
condition is all the more impressive. (Mike Forbes) 


T his issue contains more on rallies 
and preserved vehicles than 
we normally cover in Vintage 
Roadscene. As it's the middle of 
summer - and most of us in the 
UK appear to be having a summer this year, 
for a change - there are lots of events going 
on, which our contributors are sending 
pictures from. In fact, the rally articles are 
queuing up! There are a lot of interesting 
vehicles in those pictures, and I can't resist 
using as many of them as possible. So the 
same is likely to be true of the next issue, 
after which, as they say'normal service will 
be resumed as soon as possible' 

Mind you, that's not to say there aren't 
some great articles in this issue, as always, 
on the usual wide range of subjects as 
well, along with plenty of excellent period 
pictures. Among the treats in store for next 
month are some great pictures of dumper 
trucks on construction sites. A little out of 
the mainstream for this magazine, but very 
interesting and most of them are road- 
registered anyway.There are also plenty 
more memories of other aspects of road 
transport. 

I think that's the big advantage we 
have with Vintage Roadscene. We are not 
even going to try and compete with all 

I couldn’t resist including this shot of 
three generations of LeyLand Octopus at 
Gaydon as well. 


the different classic car magazines - and 
so much of that has been said before. 

But, every month, somebody sends me 
pictures or stories involving some sort of 
commercial vehicles in the past. And there 
seem to be so many pictures of vehicles 
coming to light, which we haven't seen for a 
long time, if at all. 

Our'Road Haulage Archive'series is 
offering an additional opportunity to 


use these pictures. The previous titles on 
Seddon and British Road Services seem 
to have gone down well, and wel have a 
third issue on the way, covering Tate & Lyle 
Transport, which I'm putting together with 
Bernard Coomber, who worked for the 
company for years and will be known to 
many on the preservation circuit for his ex- 
Jacobs Biscuits Leyland Hippo. Look out for 
it in W H Smiths in a couple of week's time. 

Meanwhile, enjoy this issue and, if there's 
anything you want to say having read it, 
on the same or different subjects, or you 
have pictures of the vehicle you worked 
with in the past, whether a few year's 
back or longer ago, please don't be shy, 
send something in. I'm always being told 
by readers that the features they most 
enjoy in Vintage roadscene are other 
peoples'memories, especially if they are 
accompanied by pictures, and we can 
probably find something suitable if you 
don't have any. 







Just in case there are too 
many Leylands in this issue 
for Foden-Lovers, here’s 
the beautifully-restored 
S21-cabbed Tate & Lyle 
sugar tanker, 868 GLB, seen 
at the Llandudno Festival 
of Transport, to remind you 
that the next issue in our 
‘Road HauaLge Archive’ series 
on ‘Tate & Lyle Transport’ 
will be available from W H 
Smith in a couple of weeks. 
If you have problems getting 
hold of a copy, please Let us 
know... (Andy Taylor) 



“Mine’s a warm Brown ALe please. And a 
packet of Woodbines.” This Leyland Octopus 
with LAD cab and dray body with chains 
might have been one generation on 
from the iconic‘Mouth-organ grille’Dinky 
Supertoys model, but Looked stunning in 
Marstons Livery. A Load of‘new-fangled’ 
kegs would have completed the picture. 
(Malcolm Bates) 
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TEESSIDE FIRE ENGINE RALLY 



Ron Henderson reports on this long-standing event in the North-east for fire engine enthusiasts. 


T he weekend of June 27th saw 
the annual Teesside Fire Engine 
Rally take place, at Preston Park 
Museum on the outskirts of 
Stockton-on-Tees. Despite being 
in its 34th year, the show still attracts new 
visitors and this year was no exception. 

The original rally was accommodated on 
land at Teesside Airport for the first few years, 
until being relocated to Preston Park, where 
it has been held ever since, apart from one 
year, when a temporary site was used during 


Top: There were only four Dennis Light 
Fours with this style of bodywork. Two went 
overseas and the other one to the Great 
Western Railway. This one, ordered by Elgin 
Town Council in 1943, had been stored in a 
barn for over 40 years, and was making its 
first visit to Teesside, having made the Long 
journey south from its Aberdeen home. 

Right: Also making its way from Scotland 
was this 100ft Dennis-based Merryweather 
turntable ladder that was new to Nottingham 
City in 1940. This machine was originally 
supplied via the Ministry of Works, with the 
assistance of financial grant aid, to defer 
some of the costs for the council. 


landscaping work at the park. Although held 
predominantly to exhibit fire engines and raise 
funds for the Fire Service Charity there are also 
sections for commercial vehicles, buses and 
cars. 


This is the only rally of its type in the North 
of England, so it attracts exhibits from far and 
wide. In particular,The Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service Heritage Trust is a big supporter of 
the rally and its members annually travel to 
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Above: This 1930 Dennis Low Load pump escape, supplied new to Burton upon Trent Fire Brigade, 
is part of a magnificent northern-based private collection of vintage fire engines, which are not 
often seen now, but have participated in the London to Brighton run on occasions. It made a 
surprise unannounced visit on Sunday. 


Above: This superbly restored 1937 Leyland 
FK7 Cub appliance, formerly with Newcastle 
Fire Brigade, attained two rally awards this 
year. Based at Carnforth in Lancashire, it has 
been a regular visitor to theTeesside rally, 
driving there under its own power. 

Teesside with a variety of the trust's appliances, 
along with many locally-based appliances as 
well as those form further afield. 

First shown at the Teesside rally last year, 
and visiting again this year, was a recently 
acquired Dennis Lancet vehicle, equipped 
with a 100 ft Merryweather ladder, that was 
supplied to the City of Nottingham in 1939. 

Also from Scotland, but owned privately, was 
a rare Dennis Light 4 limousine, equipped with 
a 50ft Merryweather steel escape ladder. This 
appliance was commissioned by Elgin Town 
Council, Aberdeenshire, during World War II, 
and entered service under the auspices of the 
National Fire Service. 

After the war, the machine became part of the 
North Eastern Area Fire Brigade, responsible for 
fire protection in Aberdeenshire.The bodywork 
of the machine was substantially altered, 
to conform with the new vehicles entering 
service and while under restoration, the 
original framing was still in evidence, enabling 
the owner, with the aid of manufacturers 
photographs, to restore it to its original 
condition. 

Another pre-war exhibit was a Leyland 
Cub limousine, delivered to Newcastle City 
Fire Brigade in 1937. One of three identical 


appliances ordered at the same time, it was 
finished in the brigade's traditional burgundy 
and red livery. Fully restored to its original 
condition, this machine won awards for the 
most original fire engine and the overall best in 
show; a fine tribute to its owner. 

One other pre-war appliance attended on 
the Sunday only, in the shape of an open 


Braidwood design Dennis Low Load appliance, 
delivered new to Burton-upon-Trent Fire 
Brigade, later serving with Bass Breweries, 
before being acquired for preservation. 

Wartime appliances consisted of a pair of 
Austin K2 Auxiliary Towing Vehicles, one in 
original grey NFS livery, the other in a post-war 
red livery and modified to a hose reel tender 
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Above: Part of the convoy of appliances, waiting to enter the arena for the grand parade. A pair of Dennis F8 machines from Derbyshire and Wakefield 
head the queue, with a third F8, but bodied by Alfred Miles behind. The silver Dennis F26 is from Grampian Fire Brigade and behind is a Durham Dennis 
D water tender Ladder and a more up-to-date Surrey Dennis Rapier. 


Above: Apart from Cornwall and some 
industrial fire brigades, there were not 
many Austin Gypsy Light pumps in service 
with UK fire brigades.This one, dating from 
1961, served with Western Area Fire Brigade, 
Scotland, and was based for some of its 
service at Lochranza on the Isle of Arran. 
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during its post-war service with Cumberland 
Fire Brigade. 

The post-war years were well represented 
and, from the first decade were several of 
the early classic Dennis appliances, including 
an uncommon rear pump version of the 
FI 2 pump escape from Nottingham.Three 
examples of the smaller F8 model were 
exhibited the liveries of Wakefield, Derbyshire 
and Leeds Fire Brigades. 

Just as nostalgic was an early AEC Regent III/ 
Merryweather pump escape, delivered new to 
South Shields Fire Brigade in 1950, together 
with an example from the next generation of 
AECs, the Mercury, which was represented by a 
former Tynemouth Merryweather vehicle with 
100ft turntable ladder. 

Lightweight fire engines were abundant, with 


Above: A fine Line-up of early post-war Dennis and AEC appliances. Nearest is an unusual silver- 
painted Dennis F26 pump escape, from Scotland’s North Eastern Area Fire Brigade, next to a 
similar model from Blackburn. Beyond is a Nottingham Dennis F12, together with assortment of 
Dennis F8 and AEC appliances. 


an assortment of Land Rover fire engines and 
a most interesting Austin Gypsy brought down 
by the Strathclyde Fleritage Trust. There was 
a good selection of more recently preserved 
fire engines, all which will eventually become 
classics and, as a contrast, there were exhibits 
of up to date appliances from four of the North¬ 
eastern fire brigades. 

Good weather and a total of 65 fire engines, 
together with all of the other commercial 
vehicles and cars, along with arena displays and 
various stalls, made for a great weekend for the 
visiting public, with the bonus of raising funds 
for the noble Fire Service Charity. 






















SATURDAY/SUNDAY 
15/16 AUGUST 

OPEN WEEKEND 
AND TRANSPORT 
COLLECTORS’ FAIR 




Stall and Vehicle Entry Forms can be 
downloaded from our website 


Vintage Bus Trips • Stalls and Autojumble 
Free Bus Service to/from Dunfermline 
Bus Station • Refreshments and fast food 
Free parking • Forth Bridges excursion on 
both days (weather permitting) 

Follow signs from M90 Junction 4 

Registered in Scotland as a charity SCO I 1494 

SVBM Information Line 01383 623380 
SCOTTISH VINTAGE BUS MUSEUM 
Lathalmond, Fife KY12 OSJ 
www.svbm.org.uk 


THE LATE PETER DRUMMOND 
COLLECTION AUCTION 



Saturday 1st August 2015, 2pm, 

Viewing Friday 31st July 

Prees Storage Ltd, A49, Prees, Whitchurch, 
Shropshire, England, SY13 3JX 


1963 Leyland Octopus 8x4 Rigid 

1949 Leyland Beaver 4x2 Rigid 

1957 AEC Mercury 4x2 Rigid 

1967 Albion Reiver 33L 6x4 Rigid 

1958 BMC Morris 7K SED 4x2 Rigid 
1963 Albion Claymore 4x2 Rigid 

1950 Albion Chieftain 4x2 Rigid 

1976 Volvo F86 4x2 Tractor Unit 

1977 Leyland Buffalo 4x2 Tractor Unit 
1965 Seddon 16.4 4x2 Rigid 

2 x Foden 8x4 Chassis Cabs 


FREE ONLINE BIDDING AVAILABLE 


Plus 7 x Cabs, Spares, Engines etc 
Chassis to include 
1956 Albion 2 Axle Rigid 
1973 Albion 2 Axle Tanker 
1956 Albion 2 Axle Light Van 
1972 AEC 3 Axle Breakdown Truck 
1958 Albion Clydesdale 2 axle Flat 
1971 Leyland AEC 2 axle Tipper 
1978 Leyland AEC 2 Axle Unit 
Also to include additional vintage Plant 
& Commercial Vehicle entries 


Visit our website for full details 
or contact Malcolm Harrison 


01630 674326 www.malcolmharrison.co.uk auctions@malcolmharrison.co.uk 


Malcolm Harrison 


All overseas and first time buyers not known to the auctioneer must lodge £1000 refundable deposit on registration by cash/credit/debit card. 
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Above: A Late model Bedford S Type dropside rigid 7-tonner, PBE 743 (Lindsey, Lincolnshire, 1957), fitted with the Bedford 300 Series diesel by this time, 
as well as the factory bodywork, which included those‘trademark’square-shaped rear wings.The vehicle was destined for G H BLow& Sons of Laceby, 
some miles to the west of Grimsby. 


Supplied by Ford 8 Slater 

Ray Newcomb, 'finder of the lost treasure', has sent us an interesting selection of pictures of vehicles 

supplied by this well-known commercial vehicle dealer. 


R ay tells us the pictures 
were loaned to him for 
use in Vintage Roadscene 
by another local transport 
enthusiast, who had bought 
the original prints, used by Ford & Slater 
for promotional purposes, at an auction 
in Louth, Lincolnshire some months back. 
A tea chest full of pictures was said to 
have been in the stores when the branch 
was closed; these could be some of them. 
To this day, many vehicle dealers have 
photographs taken of new vehicles, which 
go to the new owners and operators, as 
well as into their files and advertising 
material. 

These pictures were taken for Ford & 
Slater by the Grimsby Evening Telegraph 
photographer, showing a range of vehicles 
supplied by the company's Grimsby 
branch, around the turn of the 1960s. We 
have read about this dealership in the 
past in Alan Fixter's series about his life 
in transport, as he served his mechanic's 
apprenticeship here. 



Above: Avery similar Bedford S Type, photographed in the rain, in the road outside the Ford & 
Slater premises in Grimsby. Registered JEE 854 (Grimsby, 1957), at much the same time as the G H 
Blow lorry, it also has a similar dropside body, apart from the shape of the headboard. The livery 
is Lined-out and a spotlight installed. The customer was the aptly-named R LRaddish,a produce 
merchant and grower, based in Sheffield and Scotter, just south of Scunthorpe. 
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Right: Completing a trio of 1957 diesel- 
engined Bedford S Type dropsides,JEE 176 
was pictured outside the Ford & Slater 
showroooms.This one was for J W Miller 
of Friskney, near Boston, another fruit, 
vegetable and potato merchant, based in this 
important growing area, north of The Wash. 
You can just see two Leyland Lorries in the 
showroom to the rear. The ‘Albion, Bedford, 
Leyland,Trojan’ Lettering on the windows just 
about says it all. 

Below: Just so that the full-sized Lorries 
don’t have it all their own way, here is a 
Bedford CA10/12 cwt van. PFW 818 (Lindsey, 
Lincolnshire, 1957), would have been one 
of the Last with the original style of grille 
and split windscreen, and was supplied to 
W H King & Sons, butchers, based in Caistor, 
another village to the south-west of Grimsby. 
Like the van, the business is gone, but hooks 
for hanging game can still be seen on the 
shop frontage, although curtains now hang 
where pork pies were once displayed. 




Ford & Slater was founded in 1928 and 
since then it has been at the forefront of 
commercial vehicle distribution. Ford & 
Slater became a major chain of dealerships 
through out the Eastern Counties, with 
branches from Ipswich to Leicester to Hull. 
It supplied both Vauxhall/Bedford and 
Leyland Group products to many fleets, 
large and small. 

The company had a significant presence 
in Grimsby for many years, where there 
was a strong market for lorries, connected 
with local industries, the docks and fishing. 
Previous articles from both Ray and Alan 


Below: Staying with Bedford, here are three 
J6 short wheelbase wooden-bodied tippers, 
2923-5 DT (Doncaster, 1958). There were to 
become nos 74-76 in the fleet of The Brick 
Marketing Co Ltd, of North Bridge Road, 
Doncaster, and looked very smart Lined-up 
outside Ford & Slater. 










































Above: Another Bedford for J R Mitchell & Co Ltd, builders 
merchants of Grimsby, this time a 7-8 ton gross dropside,AEE 
127B, delivered in 1964. 


have mentioned many names which 
became well-known way beyond the North 
Lincolnshire area. 

Ford & Slater is still one of the largest DAF 
Trucks dealership groups in the UK.The 
company operates from 12 dealerships, 
strategically located across the East 
Midlands and East Anglia. In recent years, 
the company has won the prestigious 
'Motor Dealer of the Year' award. 

Pictures like these are invaluable in 
showing the sort of lorries which transport 
and other companies were buying at the 
time. They might not have the atmosphere 
which is contained in pictures of vehicles 
at work, but as a record they are most 
interesting and useful, and we must be 
grateful for their use here... 

Right: More TKs and more vehicles for 
The Brick Marketing Co Ltd of Doncaster, 
these two Bedfords show a move to Longer 
wheelbase vehicles, with more robust steel 
bodies. Fleet nos 112 and 113 would have 
been registered in 1961.The Lettering on the 
showroom windows in view here includes 
‘Perkins, Vulcan, Daimler, VauxhaLL’, showing 
Ford & Slater had a wider range of interests. 


Above: Another Bedford J6 tipper, but this 
time with a longer wheelbase and a steel 
tipping body, arguably a more modern 
concept than the previous vehicles. This 
was REE 141 (Grimsby, 1961), fleet no 4 for J 
R Mitchell & Co Ltd, builders merchants of 
Grimsby, whose Livery was apparently bright 
orange. 

Right: A Last Bedford, a TK 12-ton tipper, with 
a Low-sided by Longer wooden-sided body, 
SEE 274 (Grimsby, 1961), again in the rain, 
on its way to K Sowter of Grimsby, probably 
another builder or builders merchant. 

The builder’s father-in-law was Bill East, a 
McVeigh driver, who did the London Trunk 
with Ray’s father. 
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Right: Perhaps more suited to its purpose in 
future years, this LeyLand Comet tipper, TFU 
225 ((Lindsey, Lincolnshire, 1959), supplied 
two years Later to Theodore West & Co Ltd, 
corn merchants of Louth, Lincolnshire, was 
fitted with a bulk tipping body, Lettered ‘bulk 
grain’. Although the body and tipping gear 
is not marked, the twin-ram set-up, popular 
in its day, was probably from Edbro.The 
operator was, however, hedging his bets, as 
the body has dropsides, and part of a sack- 
Lifter can be seen slung under the floor. The 
company also had premises at Grimsby and 
on the Brayford Pool in Lincoln. 



Above: Moving on to LeyLands supplied by Ford & Slater, Grimsby, included this platform-bodied four- 
wheeled Comet, RFU 678 (Lindsey, Lincolnshire, 1958). This was supplied in the attractive-looking Livery 
of T W Booton & Son Ltd, millers and corn merchants of Huttoft Mills, Alford, a market town to the west 
of Mablethorpe, south of Grimsby. Notice the sack-lifter’ under the platform. George Dixon says this 
company was still going a couple of years back and had a weather vane in the shape of a Volvo F86... 




Left: A similar LeyLand Comet 
tipper, RBE 496 ((Lindsey, 
Lincolnshire, Late 1957), 
shows it was intended for the 
same sort of dual-purpose 
role, with dropsides, albeit 
not so high, on its tipping 
body.This one, in a maroon 
Livery, was for WF & F Coxon 
Ltd, haulage contractors of 
North Thoresby, half-way 
between Grimsby and Louth. 
Apparently, most of the 
drivers were poached by 
Humber Warehousing and 
Geoff HaLLam bought the 
company out in the early 
1960s. 
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Above: A heavier Leyland 
now, a short-wheelbase 
Octopus tipper, NFU 258 
((Lindsey, Lincolnshire, late 
1955), was supplied to Hill 
Brothers, builders mechants, of 
Epworth, near Doncaster. The 
company also had a branch at 
Scunthorpe, which explains the 
‘Sand for Industry’ lettering on 
the high-sided tipper body. 


Left: Representing the Albion marque, 
for which Ford & Slater also held the 
distributorship, here is a head-on view of 
an LAD-cabbed Chieftain,YFW962, (Lindsey, 
Lincolnshire, 1961), fitted with one of those 
hopper bodies with bagging equipment 
at the rear, which were used by some 
coal merchants, Like E Nickerson & Co Ltd, 
which delivered around the Grimsby area, 
purveyors of‘Cleanglow’ - presumably a 
brand of so-called smokeless coal’ -to 
whom this vehicle was being delivered.The 
company Later had the Saviem dealership in 
Scunthorpe and Joe Nickerson farmed and 
owned Cherry Valley (ducklings), Cotswold 
Pigs and Seed Growers. 


Right We are into the era of 
the‘LAD’cab now, with this 
Later forward control Leyland 
Comet, XJV 380 (Grimsby, 1964). 
With a platform body, this 
long-wheelbase vehicle was 
headed for the Grimsby Timber 
Company in a bright yellow 
Livery. 
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Above: Another short-wheelbase, eight¬ 
wheeled, high-sided tipper, pictured broadside 
on, so we can’t seethe registration, nor are 
there many clues in the lettering, other than 
the operator was the Union Coal & Coke Co Ltd, 
which might have been based in the Doncaster 
area. An impressive vehicle, nonetheless. 

Right: We have seen vehicles before from 
the fleet of Peter Dixon, the operator of West 
Marsh Paper Mills, in Grimsby.This four- 
wheeled rigid, with a stylish platform body, 
in a very pale blue Livery, UV 312 (Grimsby, 
1959), was destined to be no 25 in the fleet. 

Below: Another coal Lorry, this Long- 
wheelbase six-wheeled bulk tipper was 
based on an Albion Reiver chassis, UV 589 
(Grimsby, 1959). It was prepared for Edward 
Bannister, a Grimsby-based coal merchant. 
George Dixon Senior was on this job. 
Apparently, it was never cold in the Dixon 
household. We hope to have a few more 
Ford & Slater pictures from this Long Lost 
collection in a future issue... 
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The RAC - 

The Parliament of Motoring 


John Greeves follows his history of the AA by looking at the other major UK motorists'organisation. 



T he RAC was founded on 10 

August 1897, as the Automobile 
Club of Great Britain, by Frederick 
Richard Simms, assisted by 
Charles Harrington Moore, and 
was given royal approval by Edward VII in 
1907.Today, the Royal Automobile Club in 
Britain is a private club, which should not be 
confused with RAC, an automotive services 
company, which it formerly owned. It has 
two club houses, one in Pall Mall in London, 
and the other in Woodcote Park, Surrey. 

The club still maintains a heritage fleet of 
vehicles and one of its fleet is a 1901 Mors 
10hp rear-entrance tonneau, which regularly 
takes part in the London to Brighton veteran 
run. 

The club's early years were focused on 
promoting the motor car and transforming its 
emerging place and image in society beyond 
that of a horseless carriage. In 1896, the 
restrictive Red Flag Act, which required a man 


Above: A1958 RAC Road Service Morris J2 van. 
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regularly run motor race was run in 1905, 
which still continues today. Had it not been 
for the Taxis of the Marne'during World War I, 
when a total of 600 8hp Renault cabs rushed 
five battalions of infantry from Les Invalides 
to the Front, Paris would have been taken the 
next day. This clearly demonstrated the vital 
role'mechanised mobility'would play in the 
future. 


to walk in front of every vehicle, was repealed, 
while the New Locomotive Act of 1896 raised 
the speed limit from 4 mph to 12 mph, which 
meant vehicles could run freely for the first 
time on the roads of Britain. 

This was celebrated by the famous London 
to Brighton run, which has continued under 
the auspices of the RAC to this day. The speed 
limit was further raised in 1903 to 20 mph, but 
motoring still faced considerable opposition 
and prejudice from police, magistrates and 
members of the public, many of whom 
viewed motoring with irrational disdain. 


The Police trap became the focus of the 
motorists frustrations. They were often set on 
long, isolated downhill stretches of roads and 
smacked of persecution rather than the needs 
of public safety. It wasn't until 1930 that the 
20 mph limit was removed and motor-phobia 
started to dissipate. 

Not all opposition was muted. A few years 
later, a 30 mph speed limit was put in place 
in built up areas, with a ban still existing on 
sounding your horn at night. Other people 
still complained about the dust clouds these 
machines caused. Many roads were not tarred 
and chauffeurs still depended on rubbing the 
screen with raw potato or apple to protect 
it from the dust and rain. The industrial 
revolution had geared the country for rail 
expansion and not for the coming of the 
combustion engine. 

To counter this opposition to the car, Claude 
Johnson organised the'Thousand Mile Trial' 
in which a number of cars travelled the length 
and breadth of the country in a reliability 
trial. Races were held at the new Brooklands 
in 1907, with drivers clad in jockey silks and 
assembled in the paddock, along with land 
speed records soaring into the early decades 
of the new century. 

The Club also championed the motorcycle 
and the first TT (Tourist Trophy), the oldest 


As well as promoting motorised vehicles, 
the RAC introduced uniformed mobile patrols 
around Britain in 1901, with the patrolmen 
wearing a uniform, including tailored 
jodhpurs. Mounted on Matchless motorbikes 
with sidecars, they carried with them fan- 
belts, engine hoses, and metal cans of spare 
petrol and were usually located on standby at 
lay-bys and major junctions. 


Above: The 1958 Morris J2 Patrol van with a 
special trailer attends to a Messerschmitt 
three-wheeler. 

Left: The driver of a 1958 Commer BF 25 cwt 
patrol van attends to a Ford Popular 100E. 

Below: A1959 LWB Land Rover of the RAC 
‘Radio Road Services’fleet, seen near Bagshot, 
Surrey. 
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Right: In 1959, one of the first Sunbeam 
Alpines was seen in an RAC promotional 
advert, along with a Vespa scooter and side¬ 
car. 

A year earlier, the RAC Touring Department 
opened its doors to those who wanted 
to travel further afield. The club acted as 
a springboard for many of the significant 
developments in motoring - campaigning 
against repressive legislation, advising 
the government on the scale of car taxes, 
providing driving tuition, sponsoring 
experiments in road improvements and 
setting up a framework of motor sports 
during this period. 

In 1912, the Royal Automobile Club began 
introducing sentry boxes across the country, 
which were equipped with first aid kits and 
petrol cans and later with telephones, with 




members of the the club provided with keys. 
At its height, the number of sentry boxes 
totalled 500. A few today exist in heritage 
museums, such as the East Anglia Transport 
Museum. Members cars were identified by 
a metal club badge, usually attached to the 
radiator grill and the patrolmen would come 
to attention and salute as a member drove 
past, failure'not'to salute was meant to be a 
warning that a police speed-trap lay ahead. 

World War I also had a profound effect on 
many people, as it brought many thousands 
of men and women into contact with the 
internal combustion engine for the first 
time.Throughout the 1920s, the automobile 
fostered a social revolution, which affected 
tourism, rural life, crime, industry, advertising 

Right: In 1966-7, a motorway patrol LWB 
Series II Land Rover seen on the hard 
shoulder. 



radio 
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A1968 shot of a number 
of Bedford CA patrol vans. 



system, one to three spanners or one to five 
stars for accommodation. 

The 1950s and '60s saw the advent of 
mass motoring, while Burgess and MacLean, 
Russian spies who penetrated the British 
Foreign office, allegedly plotted their 
defection to the Soviet Union in the Club 
Room at this time. The face of motoring was 
rapidly changing and, in 1959, Britain's first 
major motorway opened, the Ml between 
London and Birmingham. Communication 


* SERVICE 


Above: An RAC Patrol braves the lions at 
Windsor Safari Park in 1970, to repair a 
member’s Austin A40 Farina. 


and even courtship, as the man with the car 
always got the girl. 

The Club promoted the first British pre and 
post-war Grand Prix, at Brooklands in 1926 
and Silverstone in 1948 respectively, while 
continuing to campaign for the rights of the 
motorist.The organisation introduced the 
first driving licences, as well as mounting a 
vocal campaign against the petrol rationing 
following World War II, which wasn't abolished 
until 1947. 

The RAC were never slow in responding to 
the needs of the motorist. The Club's early 
annual'Guide and Handbook,'contained road 
maps of the UK, with the location of all RAC 
telephones marked on them, together with 
lists of local RAC garages and hotels which 
were easily recognisable with a grading 
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Above: It’s 1973 and an RAC Patrol with a Ford Transit attends to a Ford Cortina Mk III. 
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Above: In 1980, there was the RAC Recovery 
Service, as well as radio-controlled patrols 
which had fully-equipped Ford Transit vans to 
get members out of trouble with their cars. 


improved too, with two-way radio sets 
being introduced, removing the need for the 
patrolman to be permanently tied to a call 
box. 

Motor-cycle patrols gave way to small 
vans during the 1960s, with the last motor¬ 
cycle patrol phased out in 1970. Cars were 
becoming more numerous and intricate and 
a greater number of spares and tools had to 
be carried. In the 1970s, the first low-loading 
vehicle transporter fleet was introduced, 


with an increasing number of members 
subscribing to the Recovery Services, with 
assistance later extended in the early 1980s to 
an 'At Home' level of service. 

Other changes were afoot in the 1970s, the 
reorganised'Associate Section'became RAC 
Motoring Services Ltd. And this was sold in 
1999 the Lex Group, which later changed 
its name to RAC Ltd.This offered roadside 
assistance and many other benefits to over 
5Vi million associates. In 2005, the company 


was acquired by Aviva, the insurance 
company formely known as Norwich Union, 
and then by the Carlyle group in 2011. 

Today, the RAC operates 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week, throughout the year 
and handles around 4 million calls a year 
through its 1800 patrols. Services cover a 
wide spectrum of items including breakdown 
cover, insurance, cover abroad, vehicle checks 
and examinations, route planners. Mention 
the RAC today and there aren't many people 
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THE HERITAGE COLLECTION 

EiC'RAC Patrcil Service Vehicles 
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Above: A group of preserved RAC patrol 
vehicles, including an Austin A35 van, Austin 
Seven Tourer, Morris J Type van, Austin ‘Minor’ 
van and a suitably-converted Isetta ‘bubble- 
car’. 

Right: The RAC fleet on the Captain’s Drive at 
Woodcote Park. 
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around who haven't had some connection or 
memory of the RAC, whether its remembering 
the motor-cycle combination from the 1950s, 
or watching Hannu Mikkola winning the RAC 
Rally, like so many of the Scandinavians who 
seemed to dominate the event at one time, 
or simply standing at the kerbside today 
waiting for that distinctive orange and white 
zebra-striped VW van to appear. What ever 
happened to the blue? 


https://www.royalautomobileclub.co.uk/ 

http://www.rac.co.uk/ 




























Norman Chapman pays tribute to Commercial Motor magazine, with a history 

of vehicle advertising down the years. 


W hen the Commercial Motor was 

launched, way back in March 1905, 
it was registered as a transport 
newspaper. The publication was sub¬ 
titled The Van, The Cart, The Lorry, The 
Wagon, The Tractor, The Public Service Vehicle &c. 

Encompassing every aspect in the growing transport 
industry, the mission of the publication was - and I quote:- 
"We have arrived at a psychological moment, at the stage 
when the industry is looking for a powerful organ to cultivate 
the markets of the world, to crystallise and to direct the 
forces of a demand the potential volume of which is truly 
staggering" 

"We shall provide only that which interests; anything that is 
not germane to the commercial motor will be elsewhere" 

The old saying 'Start as you mean to go on' comes to mind, 
with the latter words still ringing true today. 

The early weekly editions had no more than 24 pages, 
on average, but when it came to reports from the annual 
Motor Show, a bumper edition might contain 40 pages.The 
advertising of vehicles or components was a rarity in those 
days, however exposure would gain momentum over the 
coming decades. 

Spoilt for choice, Norman Chapman looks back at some of 
the adverts from the CM Archive from it's launch in 1905 up 
until 1985. (ALL advert pages with kind permission of CM) 
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Above: 1905.The Lacre Motor Car Company had been in existence for three 
years before the CM was first published. The advert shows various Light vans 
which the company started to build on Albion chassis. Later in 1909, a range 
of Lorries up to nine tons capacity became part of the product Line. World War 
I saw the company putting all it’s efforts into the manufacture of military 
vehicles. After the war ended, Lacre concentrated on building what the 
company is best known for, road sweepers. 

Left: 1910. This ad from 1910 shows two makes of Light delivery vans, the 10 
hp Napier and the Bedford 15-18 hp.The Napier company, as well as building 
vans was famous for their aircraft engines, motor Launches, speedboats and 
racing cars. 

Bedford, as a Lorry manufacturing company was not formed until 1925. 

The Bedford shown in this ad was the name being used in the early days by 
VauxhaLL Motors as a commercial vehicle built on a car chassis and powered 
by an American-designed Buick engine. 
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Above Left: 1915. Chase Commercial Vehicles 
was an American company which imported 
its products into England during the early 
war years. They were sold by concessionaires, 
St Georges Motor Co, of South London. 

Above: 1926. August 1926 saw the first ever 
colour advert cover on the CM. This was for 
the 20 seater Bristol omnibus powered by 
a 30 hp motor.The bus pictured in the ad 
was operated by the Lancashire United Bus 
Company. Also on the cover was a statement 
about the CM saying ‘Sale more than double 
that of any similar Journal’ 

Left: 1926. The very next edition of the CM 
had The Associated Daimler Company Ltd 
(ADC) products on the cover. The wagons 
pictured were the Model 506, a 4-5 tonner 
and the Model 507, a 6 tonner. At this time 
Daimler were supplying engines to The 
Associated Engineering Company (AEC). Both 
companies had agreed to a joint marketing 
venture and the wagons shown in the ad 
were of an AEC design. Two years Later ADC 
Launched the Lightweight 423/424 of its own 
design. However, not Long afterwards, ADC 
was wound up. The two manufacturers went 
their separate ways and both, of course, were 
very successful. 
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j Scammell 15-Ton 
i. Eight-Wheeler 

*. Supplied for Bulk Transport of 

s Tin Plate 


Above right: 1932. What’s in a name? Here 
is an ad for Peerless Commercial Vehicles 
with the model name of Trader. The vehicles 
displayed were the Type 90L 7/8 tonner and 
the Type 115/6L12 tonner. Peerless began 
reconditioning ex-American war surplus 
4 and 5 tonners in 1925 for the UK civilian 
market. 

The two Traders in the ad, albeit with 
an additional Six in the model name were 
British built. Power came from six cylinder 
Meadows engines and the ad states that any 
make of oil engine can be fitted’. Peerless 
Trading of Slough ceased manufacturing in 
1933. More on the other, better-known Trader 
later. 

Right: 1944. During World War II, no one 
knew when the conflict would end. The 
Rootes Group advertised the Commer 02 
artic pulling a Loaded Taskers‘Oueen Mary’ 
aircraft trailer.The slogan used in the ad was 
‘Proved in two Warsi’with the addition of an 
optimistic end to the war, 1939-194? 
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Above: 1929. By 1929, the CM was still 
registered as a newspaper but was growing, 
not only in popularity, but in size. The edition 
which this Scammell advert is from had 116 
pages. Scammell as a company had been 
around for years, however began building 
Lorries around 1919. The company was keen 
to develop the articulated type of Lorry 
and saw this as the most efficient mode 
of carrying goods. The ad shows the eight 
wheeler’artic combination, with four wheels 
on the tractor and four wheels on the single 
axle, Scammell trailer. 
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Above Left: 1932. Contrasting with the 
previous advert and showing how things 
can quickly change is this promotion of 
Mercedes-Benz Lorries from 1932. The 
company was doing OK,thankyou very 
much, selling its product range to British 
hauliers. So much so, they called them British 
Mercedes-Benz Diesel. Obviously, when the 
conflict started, sales came to an end and MB 
concentrated on it’s national duty of building 
vehicles for the German war effort. 

Above right: 1952.This year saw Dennis 
Brothers of Guildford advertising the 7 
tonner Centaur model. Dennis suggested 
in the ad that the priority for the shrewd 
haulier was to buy wagons fitted with diesel 
engines. Although more popular in Europe 
in those days, the diesel had been used by 
only a few British manufacturers. The Dennis 
company went on to say cut costs, change to 
diesel but make sure say Dennis diesel’. 

Left: 1957. The year 1957 saw the arrival of 
the Lorry‘for all reasons’, the Ford Thames 
Trader.The versatile Trader went through 
a large number of specification changes 
during it’s production which ended in 1965. 
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DIESEL ENGINES 
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VOLVO 

lake# a pretty load 


Above Left: 1962. In the early 1960s, advertising became 
more involved and subtle.This advert is for Gardner 
engines but, at first glance, as you flicked through the 
magazine, it looks as if it is promoting ERF. Furthermore, 
this is a ‘three for the price of one’ ad which was paid 
for by Gardner but, as well as the wagon manufacturer 
mentioned, it also has beer as a main subject. Ind Coope 
Double Diamond beer is in the tanker and this image 
alone would appeal to the driver. You can just imagine him 
saying to himself or his mate:‘1 just fancy a couple of pints 
of Double D tonight”. 

Above right: 1958. Nearing the end of the 1950s, the 
long-established Thornycroft company was showing how 
global it was in the municipal sector. From Torquay to 
Cyprus, Sydney to Cardiff, Thornycroft had supplied a cross- 
section of Lorry designs to be used by the Public Works 
Department. 

Right: 1969.Talking about appealing to the driving 
fraternity, what better way, in the business of selling 
vehicles, is to include an ad with a pretty girl. ALL the better 
if she didn’t have much on. Imagine again, the driver on 
his return to the depot, asking the boss if he can have a 
Volvo F86? I remember a driver telling of his first sighting 
of such a wagon.‘There was a guy on the site today with 
one of them new Volvo’s and he Let me have a sit in it. 

Very comfortable and easy to get into the cab. The most 
unusual thing was, it had a Lifty-up back axle, so you get 
more Life out of the tyres when running empty”. This was 
a driver’s comparison, made with an S21 Foden which 
the haulage contractor was still running. The 1969-dated 
advert is for main dealer Ailsa Trucks of Barrhead, Glasgow 
which was set up selling imported Volvo’s and providing a 
back-up and parts after service. 
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The wheels for Britain 
-todayand tomorrow? 


Above right: 1970. Just Like the old adage when waiting for 
a bus, there are always two which come along at the same 
time. In this case, I doubt if anyone was waiting. The other 
Swedish manufacturer allowed to sell its products in the UK 
was of course Scania. Just Like Volvo, the Scania network was 
initially made up of hand-picked service agents or hauliers, 
who could provide a full package from sales to servicing and 
repairs.This ad is for a new facility set up by Scania dealer, 
Unit Commercials, near Exeter. 

Above: 1983. Not Long after the steady stream of Volvos and 
Scanias were being seen on the roads of the UK, another 
‘Johnny Foreigner’came on the scene. DAF from Holland 
shook things up even more with its product range. This 
front cover from 1983 had a DAF ad for the 3300, with the 
prophetic statement‘The wheels for Britain - today and 
tomorrow’. With the onslaught of foreign imports, British 
manufacturers were thrown into disarray. Some responded, 
but overall, we all know what happened in the end. Later, in 
1987, DAF formed an alliance with Leyland, safeguarding jobs 
at the Lancashire factory.This alliance was to prove short 
term with the company being wound up in 1993. In the same 
year, the Leyland name was preserved with a management 
buy-out. Later in 1998 the company was acquired by the 
American, Paccar Incorporated. 

Right: 1985. Another manufacturer which was acquired by 
Paccar was Foden, which had been an early acquisition in 
1980.This ad is from 1985, promoting the S104 model. After 
the buy-out, the very short version of a very Long story about 
Foden was that the company managed to stay solvent until 
2006, when Paccar decided to retire the marque.The end. 
Amen. 

■ There are lots more interesting ads in the trade papers, if 
readers would like to see them. Please let us know. 
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Electricars Limited 

Keith Roberts looks at the history of one of the UK's main battery electric road vehicle builders. 



This interesting shot was captured at the Montague 
Street depot of the Birmingham Salvage Department 
and shows Edison No 10, OE 7345, tipping its Load. 

The vehicle had only been in use a matter of days. 

A wealth of detail can be seen, in particular the 
half-tipped body, allowing clear observation of the 
method of construction, and the electrically-driven 
single tipping ram with its scissor-style’ stabilizers, 
which is being operated by the driver. 



l&tton eUliiilriv*, diwU with flexitli: [itvpdkr ifeft. (See pi **,) 



flO. — EJpot. cfcjiB-dritecli**!* with ftetihlE pwpdlwBlkAfl, 


T he United Kingdom, has seen a 
record number of commercial 
vehicle manufacturers start their 
businesses here. Regarding heavy 
payload vehicles, I think it right to 
say, all manufacturers have had their histories 
recorded at some time or other. Or have they? 
Vehicles powered by steam, petrol, diesel and 
mains electricity (trams/trolleybuses) have been 
featured in the transport related media, but 
one area not covered so much has been battery 
electric powered machines. 

The subject of our story is a firm based in 
Birmingham, which specialised - mainly - in 
heavy payload commercial chassis, and used 
battery power to propel all its products, from 
beginning to end. Our company started life as the 
baby of another electric vehicle manufacturer, 
and may well have come to life as the result of 
public opinion. 

First on the scene 

Although our story concerns a company known 
as Electricars Ltd, it really is the story of two 
companies. The American company, Edison 
Accumulators Ltd imported a range of nickel/iron 
(with alkaline electrolyte) based traction batteries 
into the UK, to take advantage of the emerging 
interest in battery electric vehicles in the UK. 

This company's office opened in 1913, located 
at 2/3 Duke Street, St James, London SW. From 
there, Edison Accumulators organised the import 


of batteries from its parent company in the 
USA. Among the board of directors were: Lord 
Montagu of Beaulieu (Chairman), Colonel H C L 
Holden, and Mr W H L Watson, who represented 
EA on the Electric Vehicle Committee. Several 
American electric vehicle manufacturers had 
begun importing vehicles into the UK and would 


use Edison batteries. 

There is doubt that Edison Accumulators Ltd 
actually made electric vehicles in the USA. In Nick 
Georgano's book,'The Complete Encyclopaedia of 
Commercial Vehicles; there's no mention of Edison 
as a manufacturer in the US. However, there is 
reference to Edison input into the Lansden Co, 
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of New York, which had been making electric 
vehicles since 1905. We are certain that Lansden 
chassis were imported into the UK, and more than 
likely badged as'Edisons.' 

Other American electric vehicle makers wanting 
to sell their goods in the UK, but not wishing to 
acquire build facilities, would consider Edison as 
a good distributor. In addition, Detroit Electric, 
Walker and GMC, the giant American vehicle 
manufacturer, which made a range of battery 
electric road vehicles, for a short time until 1915, 
sold through Edison. Further light will be shed 
on this matter later in our story. For example, a 
photo appeared In 'Electric Vehicle' magazine, 
with a caption,'A vehicle supplied to West Ham 



An early Edison model EA with 2 ton 
payload, supplied to Leyton Urban 
District Council, around 1916. 
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Electricars Ltd., landor st„ Birmingham 


Above: A period advertisement from 1926, showing two of the company’s industrial truck products 
and two road vehicles. Interestingly, some Edison models are still shown! 


Corporation Electricity Department in 1914', was 
called an 'Edison-Detroit. 

With its head office located in London, Edison 
also had a small facility for receiving imported 
batteries and chassis directly from the USA, also 
located in London. However, following successful 
sales here, the company began a search for more 
suitable premises to receive chassis/batteries 
from the USA and fit them out ready to supply 
customers in the UK. It is likely that, originally, 
complete battery electric vehicles were imported 
from the USA although, to meet bodywork 
requirements from British users, most imports 
were chassis or chassis/scuttle only. 

Following formation of the'Electric Vehicle 
Committee'in 1914, the committee launched 
a new publication,'Electric Vehicles', and in the 
first edition, December 1914, Edison is recorded 
as occupying a small factory unit, on a large 
industrial site owned by Birmingham Metal & 
Munitions Co Ltd, in Landor Street, Birmingham. 
The company appear to have started off well, as 
a letter in 'The Commercial Motor', 1 st April 1915, 
stated Edison had supplied 98 vehicles to that 
point. Indeed, the company was so successful that 
it began taking double page advertisements in 


'Electric Vehicles'each month to publicise its latest 
customer. 

Edison's range of products included chassis 
for vans offering 10 cwt and 20 cwt payloads, 
then 30 cwt to 60 cwt lorry chassis. Later chassis 
were available to take up to 5 ton payload. Most 
vehicles went to local authorities with bodywork 


for refuse collection, but also tower wagons for 
lighting and tramway overhead maintenance. 
Several chassis were fitted with large water tanks 
and spraying equipment for street cleaning. 

At this time, two buses were also supplied to 
Southend Corporation for use within the town. 

Introduction of industrial trucks 

A news item in'Electric Vehicles'dated September 
1915, stated that Edison had introduced industrial 
trucks into its range, in addition to the road 
vehicles, and an illustration accompanied the 
article. It is likely these machines were products 
from American firms, like the Elwell Parker 
company and Automatic trucks. 

Sales of industrial trucks were obviously doing 
well as, early the following year, advertisements 
appeared showing stand-on models in use at 
Euston Station in London, and another featured a 
fleet of baggage trucks serving with Cunard, the 
shipping line. In fact, industrial trucks continued 
as part of Electricars Ltd production, and 
continued to be made up to the late 1950s. Of all 
industrial trucks, the later models in theTU series 
from Electricars were possibly the most popular, 
and several have found their way into museum 
collections. 
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Left: Although a posed photo, this ELectricar 
was supplied to the County Borough of 
Southampton around 1929-30. The picture 
was possibly taken before entering service, 
as there is no registration number.The 
Illustration shows an interesting means of 
operating the dust covers, with the operator 
pressing a bar with his foot, Leaving hands 
free for Loading. 

Right: Here’s an example of the heavy duty 
chassis, as supplied to Sheffield Cleaning 
Department around 1930; one of several 
vehicles supplied to this authority.The 
chassis carries an EagLe-Newey refuse 
collection body, shown in the tipped position. 

Below: Enclosed van bodywork for a Scottish 
Bakery, mounted on the CV.8 chassis (8 cwt 
payload) around 1939.This was ELectricars 
offering in its Low capacity range, in what was 
a very competitive market at that time. 


worshipped for their valour and heroism. We 
gave them a solemn promise that nothing 
should be wanting on our part, to appreciate 
their patriotism... but the Salvage Committee 
are not acting in accordance with it. In reply to 
this accusation, Mr James Jackson, the Salvage 
Department Superintendent, stated that: 

Edison had given a definite undertaking that 
construction of these electric vehicles, with the 
exception of the batteries, would be effected 
in Britain. The reason for choosing American 
batteries was that their reliability had been 
tested, whilst UK products had not yet proved 
satisfactory. (Quotes by kind permission, the 
Editor/Birmingham's Electric Dustcarts') The order 
was subsequently placed. 

In November 1918 Edison announced a patent 
for a new drive system on their machines. Two 
motors mounted inside the chassis, then via a 
series of chains and sprockets connected to two 
prop shafts on the outside of the chassis, directly 
to the rear wheels. 


Edison Accumulators Ltd continued to supply 
vehicles during World War I, despite difficulties 
with importing products from the USA. A 
distributor for Edison located at Broad Street, 
Birmingham, headed by a Mr J P Kemp, placed 
an advertisement in the press for a salesperson, 
stating the post would be suitable for an invalided 
officer! In June 1917, at the company's third AGM, 
Chairman Lord Montague indicated a profit 
for the year of £4614, plus £18,000 paid in war 
risk insurance! Furthermore, the company had 
£100,000 worth of unexecuted orders on the 
books. However, a large amount of capital was 
held in New York, including vehicles and batteries. 

Winds of change 

Towards the end of the war in 1918, Edison 
was experiencing problems in maintaining 
deliveries to its customers from the USA. In July 
1918, Sheffield Corporation Health Committee 
authorised an arrangement with Edison to supply 
two British-built chassis, instead of American 
chassis, because of the delays. Another important 
factor now came into play, which was perhaps 
one of the reasons Electricars Ltd came into being. 

On 30th July 1918, Birmingham Corporation 
placed into service a 50 cwt payload chassis, to be 
used as a soils pan remover, for use in the refuse 
disposal department, which turned out to be a 

An ELectricar model VA50 (2V2 ton payload) with 
a coal delivery body, supplied to Manchester 
Collieries, around 1930. 


successful choice. The following year, Birmingham 
City Council was discussing the purchase of a 
further 25 Edisonsata cost of £32,000. In view 
of the many returning servicemen after war 
service, awarding this contract to an overseas 
importer, with resultant loss of local jobs, caused 
controversy. 

In a letter to the local paper published on 20th 
June, two city councillors said:"Here we have 
thousands of demobilised servicemen seeking 
employment, men who a short time ago we 


The following year, 1919, proved to be 
interesting as, on 16th January, Electricars 
Limited, was set up.The company's aim would 
be to continue importing Edison chassis from 
the USA, but to manufacture vehicles to the 
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Edison design in Birmingham as well. In the May 
and June issues of'Electric Vehicles' magazine, 
the company's distributor, Mr Kemp, of 62 Broad 
Street, Birmingham, was emphasising that 
vehicles were now British made. 

Edison also placed an advert in the August 1920 
issue showing,'Latest British product, all-British 
vehicles and trucks'Interested parties were 
invited to visit the Birmingham factory, to see for 
themselves. The'Commercial Motor'magazine of 
April 1920, published a list of all battery electric 
road vehicle manufacturers in the UK. Edison was 
recorded as offering just one model, the A-8 with 
a 2 ton capacity, previously known as model 'EA'. 

An advertisement appeared in November 
1920, to the effect that Edison Accumulators had 
disposed of its electric vehicle manufacturing 
business to Electricars Ltd, referring to the Landor 
Street factory. The following month Electricars, 
with its first advertisement, confirmed the 
acquisition. Two of the principal directors, Mr E 
H A Richardson and Mr J WTreece were the main 
exponents in the firm, and remained with the 
business until the early 1940s. Interestingly, after 
World War II, a new business was set up, dealing 
in electric vehicles, run by the son and daughter 
of MrTreece. 

During the early 1920s, the company appear to 
be trading well, as it was recorded as appearing at 
several trade exhibitions, winning a silver medal 
at the Royal Sanitary Institute Health Exhibition 
in Folkestone (June 1921). Later that year, at the 
Public Works, Roads and Transport Exhibition, the 
company displayed its new - actually an Edison 
design - 2Vi ton payload end-tipping refuse 
collector, from which the body could be removed 
and replaced with a 750 gallon water tank, for 
street watering. 

While researching this story, the author 
discovered a reference in the National Archives, 
concerning an entry in the High Court of Justice, 
Companies Court of 1923, an order for winding 
up the company known as Electricars Ltd.This 
was also reported in the'Times'newspaper the 
following year. Clearly, this did not happen, as the 


firm continued right up to the end! 

The company continued trading throughout the 
early 1920s and many references can be found 
in the pages of'Commercial Motor.'In August 
1923, a new model with a capacity of 31/2 ton 
was introduced, referred to as model 'W'. From 
September 1923, all Edisons were now sold as 
'Electricars.' 

In 1924, Mr R J Mitchell, Chief Engineer at 
Electricars left to join another unrelated business. 
He had been instrumental in the development 
of battery electric road vehicles since 1912. 
However, he continued as a contributor to the 
magazine'Electric Vehicles,'for many years after. 
Birmingham Corporation Salvage Department 
was proud of its fleet of Edison vehicles and, 
in July 1926 entered three of the fleet,in a 
competition organised by the'Commercial Vehicle 
Users'Association' (Midlands Section), winning the 
'Dunlop ChallengeTrophy.' 

Electricars'first design of its own. 

The introduction of a new model in February 
1927, designed primarily for the municipal 
market, was given full coverage in the March 
edition of'Electric Vehilcles'. It was designed to 


carry a payload of 30 cwt, with a wheelbase of 
just 7ft with 20inch wheels and a turning circle of 
just 13ft.The motor, made by Electricars, drove 
via an overhead worm axle. A mechanical drum 
controller, mounted on the dash panel, gave three 
speeds up to 8 mph, with a range of 20 to 25 
miles, with power from a battery of 160 Ampere 
hour capacity. 

The main object of the design was to permit 
a low loading height for refuse collectors, who 
manually handled traditional metal bins.The 
vehicle was exhibited at the British Industries 
Fair, from February 21 st to March 4th, 1927, 
and proved successful with sales. Early users 
included Birmingham, Blackpool and Sheffield 
corporations. In addition to the write-up in 
'Elelctric Vehicles; the company also displayed 
an advertisement for the new model with the 
caption 'Will carry a 25% overload.' In the author's 
opinion, this would appear to be a silly thing to 
say, as it would encourage overloading! 

Interestingly, Midland Counties Dairy in 
Birmingham ordered one for delivery of milk, 
in churns. As late as March 1928, the Electricars 
advertisements still showed Edison-designed 
chassis for larger payloads. 

Move to new premises. 

By 1928, the company's advertisements showed 
a move to a new factory address at Lawley Street, 
Birmingham. Electricars also reported having 
taken over all the spare parts for Walker, GM, 
Lansden, Detroit and Automatic (industrial trucks), 
previously all imported American machines, as 
mentioned at the start of the article. Not only road 
vehicles were manufactured at Lawley Street but 
also the company's industrial trucks. At the end 
of the 1920s and into the 1930s, the company 
was enjoying excellent sales figures, with new 
chassis to take heavier loads clearly meeting the 
demands of the municipal trade, in the main. 

In December 1928, a new vehicle was 
announced which, at first glance, looked very 
much like an internal combustion-powered 
machine, with normal control layout. However, 


Above: A Lovely atmospheric shot, showing one of a fleet of similar vehicles, supplied to the City of 
Westminster Council, London. Made by Electricars in co-operation with Scammell Lorries Ltd, the 
three-wheeled tractor unit (modelTV) could be used with different trailers.Trailers were available 
for refuse collection, street sprinklers, washers and gully emptying.The operative is shown 
removing one of the battery tanks for replacement. 
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Showing the versatility of ELectricar’s range, 
this road tractor and trailer were supplied to 
a municipal operator for refuse collection. It 



for its refuse collection service. One was fitted 
with an'Eagle-Newey'body, which consisted of 
four rotating hoppers, which packed and reduced 
the bulk of the load when each was rotated. The 
other had a Faun body, loaded from the rear, 
with a compacting function, when tipped to the 
vertical. 

With sales to the municipal market dominating 
production, the chassis sizes available now spread 
from 30 cwt to 5 ton capacity, with intermediate 
sizes. However, in late 1932, the company 
announced a small lightweight delivery vehicle, 
suitable for the dairy, bakery and other doorstep 
delivery services. This was introduced at a time 
when milk in bottles was becoming more widely 
used. The design incorporated a lower front end, 
to enable the driver to enter and exit quickly, 
with no doors, still mounted on solid tyres. One 





Above: Supplied to City of Coventry Gas Department, this ELectricar model VC of 2 ton capacity, 
is shown here with a high level maintenance platform. A rather interesting combination, an 
electrically-powered vehicle servicing gas street Lights! 


the battery was mounted under the bonnet, and 
the design incorporated a large open cockpit and 
flat deck to rear. Rated to carry a 1 ton payload, 
with drive from a 3 hp motor, driving through a 
propeller shaft to the overhead worm-driven back 
axle. 

Interestingly, Midland Counties Dairy was one of 
the first customers and used the vehicle for milk 
deliveries. At least one other example is shown, 
being used as a tower wagon maintenance 
platform, possibly fortramway maintenance. By 
December 1929, a van version was added to the 
range. 

At the beginning the 1930s, Elelctricars was 
doing very well. Sales to the municipal market 
were at their best ever, while the industrial 
truck side was holding up. In 1931, for example, 
Sheffield Corporation bought two 5 ton chassis 





1 





company which was quick to buy one was our 
old friend, Midland Counties Dairy. However, the 
fitment of pneumatic tyres soon became standard 
practice, the first time reference was made to the 
fitting of this type of wheel. 

An important announcement appeared in 
'Commercial Motor', dated 10th February, 1933, 
that Electromobile of Leeds had been taken 
over by Electricars.This was a good move by the 
company, as Electromobile had been one of its 
main competitors in the larger capacity battery 
electric road vehicle market. 

At an exhibition held in the same year, a new six¬ 
wheeled chassis was introduced, built to the order 
of Birmingham Salvage Department, and kindly 
loaned for display.This refuse collection model 
had a capacity of 4 tons, while the body could 
hold up to 12 cubic yards of refuse. It was fitted 
with pneumatic tyres and a special frame over the 
wheels, to protect the tyres from 'kerbing.' 

Interestingly, along with the company's success 
with heavy chassis sizes, its lightweight range, 
particularly the 10 cwt payload model, was also 
gaining popularity, despite a very competitive 
market in this chassis size. Most of these models 
went to the dairy trade, as bottled milk was now 
universally adopted. However, other service 
providers of door-to door sales also used these 
vehicles, such as the bakery trade, laundry 
services, soft drinks and so on. 

In December 1935, an interesting story was 
covered in the press, concerning a new Elelctricars 
product, supplied to Westminster City Council 
in London.This was a three-wheeled articulated 
tractor unit, which could be used with different 
two-wheeled trailers, fitted with automatic 
couplings, for gully emptying, refuse collection 
and street watering. This model, known as the'TVI 
was so successful that the council eventually had 
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Inside the Morrison-ELectricar factory, Brunswick Works, South 
Wigston, Leicester. Work is under way on several refuse collection 
bodies (model DB4) for Birmingham Corporation Salvage 
Department. These were almost certainly the Last road vehicles 
from the ELectricar stable, built around 1944. 




26 in service. The tractor unit was designed in co¬ 
operation with Scammell Lorries, and was known 
in the trade as the 'Electricar-Scammell' model. 

The tractors had two battery tanks, placed either 
side of the chassis, incorporating forty four cells at 
405 Ah capacity at the five hour rate. The battery 
tanks were mounted so that they could easily be 
removed for charging or replacing with a fully- 
charged set, as necessary, to allow for continuous 
running, as two spare sets of battery tanks were 
provided. Nevlin mercury-arc rectifier chargers 
were provided, operating at 400 volts, three- 
phase 50 cycles per second, providing a variable 
charging rate of 140 volts 80 amps DC. 

Where it was necessary to supply power to the 
trailer unit, sliding copper contacts were provided 
on the tractor, which automatically mated with 
similar contacts on the trailer, when coupling took 
place.The tractor was basically a modified version 
of the Scammell internal combustion-engined 
tractor, suitably modified to electric drive by 
Electricars. 

Amalgamation 

In 1936, a new company was formed called 
Associated Electric Vehicle Manufacturers Ltd 
(AEVM); officially registered on 11th November, 
with offices at 231-233 Grand Buildings,Trafalgar 
Square, London. Electricars was joined by A E 
Morrison & Sons Ltd, of Leicester, and Young 
Accumulators Ltd, of New Malden, Surrey. A 
leaflet published by Electricars, dated September 
1937, shows an Electricar 20 cwt chassis on the 
front cover, with a list of model references on the 
rear, using Morrison designations. However, the 
interior of the leaflet shows four Morrison-Electric 
hand tinted colour photos... 

Another, more comprehensive catalogue was 
printed in February 1938, illustrating the complete 


Electricar range, including smaller chassis sizes of 
8 cwt, model CV.8; 12cwt, VA12; 15 cwt, VA15, and 
so on. This brochure also included details of road¬ 
going tractor units, full heavy-duty range and four 
wheel drive tractors for rail applications, plus a 
very comprehensive list of industrial trucks. 

Electricars continued its heavy duty chassis 
production, with a favourable order book 
including the most successful model, the DV4 
refuse collector, with 4 ton payload and 12 cu 
yd capacity. Industrial trucks also continued 
unaffected, with good sales during this period. 
Clearly co-operation between the two battery 
electric road vehicle companies had begun, but 
they were still manufacturing independently. 

In late 1938, Electricars moved to a new factory 
unit at Webb Lane, Hall Green, Birmingham, 
where heavy duty chassis were produced, along 
with the industrial trucks. Indeed, industrial 
truck production continued at this location, long 
after Electricars had ceased battery electric road 
vehicle manufacture. 

With World War II beginning in 1939, along with 
all other manufacturers, Electricars turned to war 
work, but was still able to manufacture vehicles 
during this period to special order. Now working 
in close liaison with Morrisons of Leicester, which 
had good coachbuilding facilities, Electricar 
heavy-duty chassis were driven from Birmingham 
to Leicester and bodywork fitted there. 

'Electric Vehicles'magazine, in the May 1940 
issue, published a list of battery electric road 
vehicle manufacturers.Two entries were given for 
AEVM, one for Morrison and one for Electricars. 

In the latter column, four models were listed; 

VA50 for 50 cwt; VA60,60 cwt, DV4,80 cwts 
(inaccurately listed as 100 cwt) and, finally, the VE 
for 120 cwt payload. Clearly the lighter Electricars 
models where now gone. 



I Above: A period advertisement for the 
company, published in 1943. 


New owners 

In 1941 AEVM Ltd was taken over by Crompton 
Parkinson Ltd, a major player in the electrical 
engineering industry. An early action was to 
rationalise the range to three chassis sizes, 10 
cwt, 20 cwt and 40 cwt. These were Morrison 
chassis, while the heavier capacity models 
remained as Electricars. In mid-1942, a new 
product name was introduced,'Morrison- 
Electricar', to reflect the amalgamation of the 
two battery electric road vehicle manufacturers, 
a product title which was to remain until the 
1970s. Although the 'heavies' continued to be 
built throughout the war in limited quantities, 
the very last Electricars road vehicle came out of 
the Leicester factory in 1944. 

The end of the story - not quite... 

While production of road vehicles was ending, 
sales of the company's industrial trucks were 
going well at the Webb Lane, Birmingham works. 
A new company name was registered, ITD Ltd 
(Industrial Truck Developments), still owned by 
AEVM. During the 1950s, a range of fork lift trucks 
was introduced, but the business did not fit in 
with the owner's future plans for road vehicles, so 
was sold off in 1957. This ended all connections 
with the old Electricars Ltd business. 

The final twist in our story came in 1962, 
when ITD became Stacatruc Ltd, with a third 
of the business owned by the American Clark 
Equipment Co, which later gained control of the 
whole company. The wheel turned full circle? 

Thanks are due for contributions from: 

Jonathan Cable of the Institute of Engineering 
technology; Roger F de Boer, Editor of 
'Birmingham's Electric Dustcarts'; Paul Grey of 
Birmingham Transport Museum; Bob Hawksworth 
and former employee Roy Tomlin. 
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This month, Mike Forbes has 
selected a range of pictures 
from the Chris Hodge Stilltime 
Collection showing vehicles 
carrying names which are, or 
were, well-known to everybody. 

I must admit that I have allowed myself 
some leeway this time, as only a few 
of the vehicles seen here are actually 
delivering in a high street, but many 
of them are interesting for different 
reasons, although they do all carry once 
well-known names. Whether they were 
actually carrying the products of those 
companies is quite another matter. 

They include contract vehicles, run by 
haulage companies in their customers' liveries, 
parcels carriers'vans, a range of different 
bodywork - including some rather specialist 
examples - and vehicles large and small. A 
number of them are seen competing in various 
Lorry Driver of the Year competitions, which 
was obviously seen by many companies as 
something of a showcase for their services - if 
perhaps only to each other... 

Things are different today, with less lorries 
and vans delivering particular brands to 
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individual shops, with most household 
names coming from the supermarkets, where 
consolidated deliveries from RDCs (Regional 
Distribution Centres) are the now the way. 
What deliveries there are to smaller shops tend 
to be by parcels carriers - and there are only 
a limited number of names, liveries (mainly 
white-based) and few companies indulging in 
special bodywork - perhaps UPS is a notable 
exception. I keep coming across names from 
the past in the Stilltime Collection, so one day 
well put them together as a feature of their 
own. 

Meanwhile, cast your mind back. Some of the 
brand names here are still going strong, while 
others have fallen by the wayside. The majority 
of the vehicle names are certainly things of 
the past, which is the main reason for showing 
them here. 

Below Left: Back at an LDoY heat again, with 
another LD van, with Morris and BMC Diesel 
badges this time, but it’s an unusual version. 
Nearly all the Longer wheelbase LDs,with 
twin rear wheels, for a heavier 2-Vh ton 
payload, were taken by the Royal Mail, with 
higher-roof bodywork, making XLO 705 
(London, early 1960) something of a rarity. 

It carries the Eden Vale name, once seen on 
many pots of cream and yoghurt. 

(CHC abh590) 

Below: Another well-known name which just 
keeps going is Schweppes. This Bedford S 
Type - or is it the Lighter C Type - 209 RMK 
(Middlesex, 1958), with the company’s then 
typical platform body with high headboard, 
surmounted by the sign, is taking part in an 
LDoY heat, but would usually be seen Loaded 
with the company’s tonic water and soft 
drinks, carried in orange wooden crates. 

(CHC aaa563) 


Left: Here’s another SPD vehicle, this time in the company’s own plain 
maroon Livery, apart from the fleet name badge and number at the 
front of the box body sides. Coincidentally, this vehicle, a Ford Thames 
4D from the Late 1950s, carries an advert, as did most of this company’s 
- and many other carriers’-vans, which in this case is for Birds Eye 
Peas (-sweet as the moment when the pod went pop - showing my age, 
there), although this was not a refrigerated vehicle. It was photographed 
at the rear Loading bay of a Coventry shop, alongside a British Railways 
Austin Loadstar artic,from which a Lot of Persil washing powder is being 
unloaded. (CHCabh 625) 


Here we have a combination of a couple of once well-known names and one 
that’s still going, although the supermarkets’own brand’products have eaten 
into the market for Birds Eye frozen foods in recent years, and we haven’t seen 
‘Cap’n Birds Eye’ Lately, have we?. Taking part in an LDoY heat, this Austin- 
badged BMC LD van, VXX x33 (London, 1959), was one of many run by SPD 
(Speedy Prompt Deliveries) on contract to and in the Livery of its then fellow 
Unilever-owned company, Birds Eye. The SPD badge and fleet number can 
be seen on the door. The LD is the 30 cwt payload version, with the higher- 
roof, which has been further raised with an extra side panel and a bit of a 
Luton head, no doubt to accommodate the necessary insulation and cooling 
equipment, to keep the Load frozen. (CHC aah741) 
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Above: I make no apology for using this 
picture, which has been seen before, as 
we are devoting the next‘Road Haulage 
Archive’title to Tate & Lyle, which will be 
available in a couple of week’s time. This 
Guy Warrior Mk 2, complete with ‘1961’ 
number plate was on the company’s stand 
at the 1960 Commercial Vehicle Exhibition. 
With a 12ft 1 in wheelbase, BMC 5.1 litre, 
six cylinder engine, five-speed constant 
mesh gearbox and two-speed rear axle, 
the GVWwas 14 tons and chassis-cab price 
was £2140, according to Robin Hannay. 

The chromium plated bumper was a show 
feature; standard production vehicles had 
polished aluminium. Tate and Lyle ran quite 
a number of similar Warrior Mk 2 vans and 
tractor units with AEC AV470 engines. Tate 
& Lyle vehicles like this were well-known 
on the roads and shopping streets of the 
UK for many years. (CHT aab407) 


Right: The name lives on (- ain’t them little 
blue ones salty?) but the company was taken 
over by the upstart Walkers a few years back. 
These two Albion Chieftain box vans, with 
slightly different coachbuilt cabs, are in the 
classic Smith’s Crisps livery, dark blue with 
white, black and gold logos. There were 
several Smith’s crisp factories around the 
country at one time; TMM 780 and VMX 903 
(both Middlesex, 1951) appear to have been 
based at Lincoln. The greaseproof bags of 
crisps used to be delivered in the tins seen 
in the background, with the empty ones 
returned, some of them on the roof on the 
vans, behind those boards. (CHC aabl93)) 

Below: Not only do we have another brand of 
crisps which now appear under the Walkers 
banner, but which was the first to introduce 
‘flavoured’crisps back in the early 1960s. This 
York frame-less van semi-trailer, seen during 
the build-up of a commercial vehicle show 
- notice the driver of flatbed, 163 DTF,from 
Blackburn, undoing his ropes and sheet in the 
background - is not only fitted with Landing 
Legs, indicating a fifth-wheel coupling, but we 
can also see a ScammeLL coupling adaptor, 
under the front of the trailer, which more 
than justifies its inclusion here as an unusual 
feature. (CHCabLSOO) 



Left: The driver of this Perkins diesel- 
powered Dennis Pax pantechnicon Looks 
a bit fed up, although he seems to have 
stopped with his back axle exactly Level 
with that National Benzole flag. WMU 
72 (Middlesex, 1952) was in the Livery of 
Hotpoint (once makers of the‘high speed 
kettle’ - remember the advert jngle?) and 
still a name seen on washing machines and 
so on. (CHC abg498) 
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Top: A well-known name, but rather 
far from the high street, indeed, 
it Looks as if a French policeman 
is checking the seals on the rear 
door, as the vehicle is carrying ‘TIR’ 
plates, for an international journey. 
The Bedford TK, CGK 272B (London, 
1964), with the impressive Luton 
body, Looks as if it was taking stock 
to the Maples shop in Paris. The map 
on the back, showing the branches 
throughout Gt Britain is interesting, 
too. (CHC abhl50) 

Left centre: Belling electric fires and 
cookers are still being made and 
were delivered by the company in a 
fleet made up of Seddons for many 
years, from the company’s base in 
Enfield. This ‘Seven-Tonner’ based 
artic unit with its short box trailer, 
5232 MY (Middlesex again, 1961) was 
seen taking part in another LDoY 
competition. (CHC abh547) 

Bottom left: G.U.S. Transport Ltd 
was obviously connected with 
Great Universal Stores, known for 
its catalogue shopping’for many 
years. Its Austin 502-based Luton/ 
pantechnicon van looks as if it was 
delivering furniture to a Coventry 
shop in the mid-1960s, when it 
was pictured with a Thames Trader 
Mk 2 Luton, I think registered 683 
EXC (London, 1962), of Worthy 
Products, which made bedroom 
furniture, and another BMC-based 
van of Hawthorn’s Removals YKV 
895 (Coventry, 1960). There are two 
Minis, a Ford Anglia, Hillman Minx 
and VauxhaLL Victor FB,AOE 583B 
(Birmingham, 1964) in this view as 
well. (CHC abh606) 
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1: The Lyons Bakery Livery, with a white 
body and biscuit-coloured cab, was quite 
appropriate for the goods carried, cakes and 
so on. Here a smart-looking, nearly-new 
Morris FG 2-tonner, DYE 673C (London, 1965) 
is seen in Coventry city centre, along with a 
Wolseley 1500 and the rear of a Bedford CA. 
Don’t know what that chap’s doing with his 
barrow, but the Lady Looks more concerned 
with the photographer. The True-Form shoe 
shop and jewellers, H Samuel are more well- 
known names in the background. 

(CHCabh 633) 

2 : The previous Livery used by the J Lyons 
company, also seen in Coventry, on a Commer 
BF with coachbuilt body, with the ‘Lyons Tea’ 
and ‘Cadby Hall, London W14’ Lettering, takes 
centre-stage in this shot, which also includes 
a BMC FG box van in that style popular with 
what I’ve always called the ‘ABC’ chain of 
bakers for many years. This one carries the 
‘Sunblest’ name as well as ‘Suttons, the sign 
of good bread’. That Austin Loadstar of British 
Railways is getting in on the act, as well 
as an older Commer van and a Scammell 
Scarab on the right, showing the extent of 
BR’s smalls’delivery work at one time, as 
well as a Commer ‘Walk-thru’ of the Supreme 
Longbridge Laundry and a grubby-Looking 
BMC FFK of Longton. (CHC abh664) 

3: Who hasn’t enjoyed a McVitie & Price’s 
Digestive Biscuit (we seem to have forgotten 
Price’s Lately...)? Here the name is seen on a 
Thames Trader box van, 781JOL (Birmingham, 
1963), which could not have been Loaded or 
unloaded with pallets through that narrow 
roller-shutter.The Locally-registered 1964 
Mini van of Pam’s Florist, of City Arcade, 
Coventry, CHP 38B, would be worth a fortune 
now, if it had survived... (CHC abh635) 

4: Something rather different, but in the 
Livery of a well-known name. The Hovis white 
and brown Lorries could be seen across the 
country at one time, but this GV battery- 
electric, similar to those used by Whitbread 
Brewery, would not have strayed too far from 
its East London base. LY 9652 (London, early 
1930s) was photographed a few years Later, 
taking on a 4-6 ton Load of flour in sacks. 
Notice the rather spooky-Looking ‘hand’ 
holding a Loaf, coming out of the dash panel... 
(CHC abh695) 
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Above: Not everybody will remember Shippam’s meat and fish pastes on bread and butter for tea with great affection, but they seem to have been a 
popular delicacy for some time. Here, at the Loading bay at Market Transport’s premises in Balham, South-west London, we see Commer N, HGK122, and 
Guy Wolf, JXK 254, integral vans in Shippam’s Livery,along with Market Transport’s Fordson 7V boxvan, HXY 586 (all registered in London,around 1948). 
Shippam’s either had its goods warehoused here and ran its own fleet, or the whole distribution operation was undertaken on contract - there’s nothing 
new in the transport business... (CHC abh830) 

Below: I remember my mother having a ‘Be-Ro’Self-raising Flour cookbook, with recipes for various types of cake and so on - in fact, I bet she’s still got 
it. Here the company’s Bedford TK 4-5 ton boxvan, no doubt fitted with that rattly Little 200 Series four cylinder diesel engine, is taking part in an LDoY 
contest. Brown-Liveried 625 NVO (Nottinghamshire, 1962) was probably based at Thos Bell & Sons Daybrook, Nottingham BE-Ro Works, rather than 
Newcastle on Tyne. (CHC ab 1401) 









Above: Lucozade is another brand which is still going strong. Here is the company’s Bedford TK box van, CMG 234A (Middlesex, 1963), in its striking yellow 
with red lettering, taking part in what was probably the same LDoY competition. (CHC abl402) 

Below: This is a fascinating picture as, although it doesn’t show any vehicles in Liveries, the Littlewood store is interesting, next to J Lyons, along with the 
1930s Ford YType saloon, ATM 940 (Bedfordshire, 1937), Austin Low-loader taxi, BXK118 (London, 1935) and, perhaps above all, although it’s blurred, that 
Little Luton-bodied Ford YType - was it an early gown van’? (CHC abh739) 
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1: Hardly the sort of vehicle which would 
deliver to a high street shop, but it’s certainly 
a name we recognise. ICI Paints division, with 
its Dulux brand name, would have used this 
Foden FG6/15 eight-wheeled box van, 437 
CMY (Middlesex, 1955-6) to trunk its products 
to distribution warehouses. This impressive- 
looking lorry in its mid-blue livery was taking 
part in a driving contest at Slough when quite 
new. (CHC abi512) 

2: 1 seem to remember Scot of Bletchley 
as a laundry company, but the company 
was a purveyor of cooked meats, which 
the ‘Insulated Transport’ lettering on this 
Bedford-Hawson J-type integral van, 2506 PP 
(Buckinghamshire, 1963) bears out, as it sits 
outside the rear of British Home Stores in 
Coventry. (CHC abh645) 

3: This picture, taken at the rear entrance of 
Owen Owen in Coventry, serves to show that 
shop deliveries were not always carried out 
with vans. Indeed, your editor used to delivery 
cartons of canned vegetables and the like to 
Dewhurst the butcher in the mid-1970s with 
a platform-bodied Bedford TK 7.5 tonner. Here 
a Thames Trader dropside, fitted with those 
characteristic Ford rear lights - only just 
visible, as they are rather grubby - x301 RE 
(Staffordshire, around 1960), has cardboard 
cases, which include‘White Cap’pure fat 
(lovely?) ready for delivery in its partially- 
sheeted load on this sunny day. (CHC abh653) 

4 and 5 Here we have a couple of reminders 
that many deliveries, as well as those by 
British Railways, were carried out by parcels 
carriers, including British Road Services, whose 
Austin VA‘Noddy’van, 299 GBC (Leicester, 

1963), fleet no 58M899, of Coventry Parcels 
branch, and a Bedford TK 7.5 ton box van of the 
Coalville branch of Atlas Express, later taken 
over by United Carriers, eventually closed 
down as unprofitable after being taken over 
by French company, Geodis in 1999. We’ll look 
at more of these in a future issue... 

(CHC abh638/659) 












































Following his look at its post-war fleet, Allan Bedford charts the early progress of a fondly-remembered coach company. 




Above: Timpson’s Crayford Depot seen around 
1948. It was at Least partially occupied by the 
AFS during the war. The newly-formed Kent 
Fire Brigade inherited the Fordson 7V ECU 
which must have been refurbished and fitted 
with Larger headlights by this time. Two early 
1930s Regals are parked behind the Austin 
Cambridge car. 

T he year 1913 saw the birth of one 
of the South's once dominant 
coach companies,Timpson's. 
From very modest beginnings 
with three vehicles, the company 
grew rapidly through the 1920s and, in 1930 
alone, took delivery of 40 new AEC coaches, 
followed by a further 60 in 1931. 

Timpson's origins were in the Plumstead 
and Woolwich area of South-east London, 
where Alexander Timpson, born in 1864, by 
then trading as a coal merchant, diversified 
into removals and became a jobmaster with 
horse-drawn brakes and wagonettes. These 
were available at weekends for such outings 
as football matches and 'bean feasts' in the 
early years of the twentieth century. 


Yjf 



| Above: The former Crayford Depot still survives as retail units, as seen in Feb 2015 
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Above: A veritable delight of coaches at the 
refreshment stop, The George Inn, Molash, 
Kent. A nearly new 1931 Regal, fleet no 272, 

GN 7272, stands next to 1929 AEC Reliance 
no 177, DV 5719. ATilling-Stevens, Leyland 
Lioness and another Reliance of other 
operators can also be seen, awaiting the 
return of trippers mostly bound for‘Margit 
and Ramsgit’.This image can be seen on the 
wall of the pub in 2015. 

Right: The George Inn at Molash, Kent in Feb 
2015 

Timpson's first motor vehicles were, 
however, operated in Weston Super Mare, 
Somerset, where in July and August 1913 
Alexander's oldest son, Samuel, born in 1886, 
bought two 30 hp Karriers, built by Clayton 
& Company (Huddersfield) Ltd and probably 
supplied by the Bristol Agent. He also 
acquired a small Ryknield with wagonette- 
style bodywork, carrying a 1910 registration, 
V 1162. These vehicles were built in Burton 
upon Trent, during the Edwardian period 
when both cars and commercials were 
produced. Not surprisingly, a number were 
supplied with dray bodywork to the'brewing 
capital's'numerous breweries, including 
Truman and Bass. A fleet of twenty double 
deck buses was even built for Brussels. 

The Karriers only saw very brief use in 
the seaside town before moving east 
to Plumstead, by early 1914. A further 
development in the few remaining months 
of peace,before the outbreak of World War 
I in August was the opening of another 
branch, offering charabanc hire, at 27 
Havelock Road, Hastings. Both the two 
Karriers were recorded in the town during 
that year. Along with most other concerns'. 


Timpson's small fleet was commandeered 
during the early months of the war, never 
to return, however it is said that the bodies 
were removed and re-used later. 

With the coming of peace, consideration 
for fleet replacement again favoured Karrier 
chassis. The first four entered service in 1919, 
carrying Hastings'DV'series registrations, 
a feature of most new chassis bought up 
to 1929. Of these, fleet no 3, DV 1140, 
enjoyed a very long life, finally being traded 
in, with a mixed bag of later vehicles, to 
AEC Southall in 1930.This was, however, 
achieved by progressive updating including 
new coachwork,a larger Tyler engine and 
pneumatic tyres, one of a number of the 
early fleet to benefit in this way. 

Timpson's bold plans in those far-off 
days included a pioneering Charing Cross 
Embankment to Hastings service, started 
in 1919. By 1923, up to three journeys a 


day during the peak summer period were 
available, with a journey time of four and 
a half hours! These early charas carried a 
distinctive silver livery and were known as 
the 'Silver Torpedoes', later this was replaced 
with the more familiar rich cream and 
maroon. 

In 1920, with big expansion plans, the 
company purchased a former tram depot at 
Rushey Green, Catford SE6.This had been 
originally built to house the horse trams of 
the short-lived South Eastern Metropolitan 
Tramways Company, which commenced a 
Greenwich to Catford service in 1890, before 
selling out to the LCC in 1902. 

Fleet additions in 1920 were a further three 
Karriers, followed by eight more in 1921. 
Further regular summer services to Margate, 
Ramsgate, Brighton, Eastbourne and 
Folkestone were soon being advertised. 

Timpson's continued to operate a number 
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Right: Karrier Y 2076, seen in Carlisle Parade, 
Hastings, in Summer 1914. This photo was 
one of many taken by Archibald Breach. A 
collection of his glass plate negatives is held 
by Hastings Museum. 

Below: A late 1920s view at the Claremont 
Hotel, Hastings, with 1926 Leyland C7, DV 
4083, and others. 




of commercial vehicles, including a Straker 
Squire, carrying a 17 foot long box body, 
with bold signwriting, proclaiming Timpson's 
London and Hastings proprietors of the 
silver charabancs'. At least one Subsidy A 
Series Dennis No 63,CD 6275, was also used, 
possible being a converted charabanc. 

A revolution in the London bus scene 
occurred on Saturday, August 5 1922, when 
Arthur Partridge placed a new Dodson¬ 
bodied Leyland bus in service on the 
famous route 11, in competition with the 
mighty LGOC.This brown bus, carrying the 
fleet name Express, was soon dubbed The 


Chocolate Express'This inspired move soon 
caught the public's imagination and, by the 
end of the year, the streets of London were 
awash with a variety of colourful newcomers 
soon known as'pirates'. 

As well as Leyland, Dennis, Daimler, 
Thornycroft and Straker Squire chassis 
featured in the fleets of these enterprises, 
which in some cases comprised a single 
vehicle. During 1923, the number of new 
bus operators in London continued to grow. 
Timpson's opted to join the fray, with the 
purchase of six Straker Squire 44 seat double- 
deckers in March and April 1923, growing to 


a total of 18 by the following April. 

Straker Squire was a long-established 
company and, by this period, was building 
both commercial vehicles and some 
expensive and powerful cars, at Angel Road 
Edmonton. The'A'series model used by the 
London operators outsold Leyland initially, 
with a chassis price of £800 against £1,050 
for the Lancashire product. In its peak year, 

1923, Straker sold 83 chassis against 66 
Leylands to these aspiring new busmen. 

Over 30 concerns chose the Straker Squire, 
amounting to approximately 160 vehicles, 
with an OHV engine making them the fastest 
on the road. In service, however, inherent 
weaknesses in engine and chassis design 
soon proved their undoing in the daily cut 
and thrust.The Cambrian concern built up a 
fleet of 34, while the famous Redburn family, 
based in Ponders End, Enfield had 22. By 
1927, most had gone, with the Edmonton 
factory with its one thousand employees 
closing in 1925. 

Initially, Timpson's ran in competition with 
Thomas Tilling and the LGOC, on established 
routes, but then opted to concentrate and 
develop its own route. This ran between 
Plumstead Common and Bromley Common, 
via Woolwich, Blackheath, Lewisham 
and Catford, later extended to Green St 
Green, which became the route 289/289a. 
Timpson's Strakers were known as the'Silver 
Omnibuses'. On the reverse side of the tickets 
issued, the space was used to publicise the 
company's chara services, extolling you to 
"travel by the 'Silver Charabancs'", with daily 
services to Hastings, Brighton and Margate; 
"ask the conductor for pamphlet". 

An unusual purchase in March 1925 
were six FS petrol-electric double-deckers. 
These had been built by Percy Frost Smith, 
who had previously been Chief Engineer 
forTilling-Stevens Motors Limited, before 
progressing to Joint Managing Director. 
Thomas Tilling's fleet of Maidstone-built 
Tilling-Stevens petrol-electric buses were 
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first seen on the streets of London in 1911. 
Frost Smith resigned his position in 1920 and 
went on to develop his own chassis, building 
just six vehicles. These worked a variety of 
London routes from 1922, but his small fleet, 
carrying the name'Petrol FS Electric'on the 
side bankrupted him and his death followed 
in December 1924.Timpson's bought the 
vehicles when the assets were disposed of 
three months later. 

One Straker Squire charabanc joined 
Timpson's fleet in 1920, with a further two in 
1922. The later examples were subsequently 
transferred to the London bus operation and 
were rebuilt with Dodson 46 seat bodies 
taken from two of the FS petrol electrics. 

Within a short time, the LGOC was buying 
up much of the competition and, by mutual 




Above: A proud crew posed beside 1926 
Karrier KL no 89, DV 3792. These buses were 
Large for their day, seating 35 for the Hastings 
Bus Services. 

Left: A classic LeyLand PLSC1 Lion and its crew 
at Hastings, fleet no 105, DV 4814. 


agreement, the omnibus side of Timpson's 
London fleet passed to the LGOC in March 
1926. In turn, the concern, by then trading 
as Timpson's Omnibus Service Ltd, was 
transferred to Thomas Tilling, part of the 
so-called London Pool. From early in 1927 
the Strakers were replaced by a variety of 
second-hand Tilling-StevensTS3A models, 
some of which received the ex-Straker bodies. 
The buses were now housed at the Bromley 
Common Garage (TB) with final absorption 
into the main fleet on 1 st January 1928. 

Meanwhile, down at Hastings, along with 
the regular year-round service to London, 
the company had applied to the Council 
to operate bus services in the area. The 
Hastings Tramway Company provided the 
majority of the public transport needs in the 
town, but never acquired buses to augment 
these. The council, however, refused various 
applications by Timpson's, which eventually 
found a way round these bureaucratic 
obstacles. 

This was achieved by acquiring the licences 


Below: A Lone Straker Squire ‘A’Type Charabanc 
joined the fleet in 1920. A rare photograph of 
a very full DV 1611, note the speed restriction 
by the running board. This one was not 
transformed into a bus Later. 


and the three vehicles of AN Salter, trading 
as West Hill Bus Services, from St Leonards. 
The two 17 seat Vulcans, new in 1922, were 
retained, but an obscure American-built 
Wolverine was disposed of. The licences were 
transferred to Timpson's, after which further 
applications for new services seemed easier 
to obtain, these eventually grew to a network 
often basic routes. 

To operate these services, a mixed fleet of 
Karrier, Leyland, Associated Daimler and AEC 
Reliances, type 660, were obtained in the 
years 1926 to 1928. These included two large 
35 seat Karrier KLs, Leyland C7 models and 
examples of the famed Leyland Lion family. 
Some of these vehicles initially carried both 
Timpson's and West Hill signwriting. 
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Right: A commercial postcard of Lewisham 
High Road around 1923, with Straker Squire 
no 37, XO 3947, en route. Note the conductor 
on top who is more interested in the 
photographer than collecting his fares. The 
small car in the foreground Looks Like an 
Albert, with its Rolls-Royce style radiator. If 
so, it was probably built in Chiswick, after 
production was moved from the Albert 
Embankment, Vauxhall in 1920. It carries a 
West Yorkshire registration, issued in 1920. 

Below: Ecclestone Bridge, Victoria, with 
Timpson’s 1933 Regal no 340, DV 7340, on 
the Thanet Service, picking up at a Greenline 
stop. 


Like the London-based omnibus tickets, the 
Hastings examples included adverts on the 
reverse; "Timpson's go to Charing X" showing 
the two daily departures and again inviting 
you to "ask the conductor for pamphlet" 

In April 1933, the long established Skinners 
bus fleet, owned by J & F Hickman, was 
purchased, along with eight vehicles.These 
were all of Leyland manufacture, including 
two large 59 seat, 8 litre Leviatians and a 
Titan TD1, dating from 1929.Their livery 
had been brown, but at least one of the 
open tops received full cream and maroon 
Tim pson's livery. 

Between December 1933 and February 
1934, six Harrington highbridge-bodied AEC 
Regents, fleet nos 356-61, DV 7856-61, in full 
Timpson's livery, entered service in the town. 
This ownership and livery were however 
very short-lived, as the whole Hastings bus 
fleet and routes, along with the pioneering 
Hastings to London service passed to 
Maidstone & District in 1934. A total of 67 
vehicles were sold to M & D, including six of 
the former Skinners Fleet. Owing to agreed 
historic boundaries the service to Pett Level 
and four vehicles were then passed to the 
East Kent Road Car company. 

In London, through the 1920s, coinciding 


Above: The sad remains of the only Timpson’s Karrierto survive, as found in North Essex by‘Karrier 
Man’, Geoff Lumb of Huddersfield in 1994. Fleet no 117, DV 5029, a 1928 JKL was traded in, to AEC 
Southall in November 1932. 


with vast strides in vehicle design, both the 
private hire and summer services continued 
to expand. By the end of the decade, the 
resorts served ranged from Lowestoft and 
Great Yarmouth, Clacton and Southend to 
Sheppey and the Thanet resorts. East and 
West Sussex, Portsmouth and Southsea, 
Bournemouth, Exeter, Dawlish, Torquay and 
Paignton, a vast undertaking. 


During this period, travellers to Margate 
and Ramsgate, along with Hastings, had 
the choice of three return coaches per 
day, commencing from Westminster 
Embankment and Victoria, via Catford. By 
the early 1930s, departures left Eccleston 
Bridge, Victoria, a location made famous 
by the numerous Green Line Services that 
passed through there. The Regals on the 
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1: The simple cover of the 1926 Programme 
Booklet. 

2: How it all began in Plumstead after the 
Weston Super Mare interlude. A proud driver 
poses beside Karrier Y 2114. On the wall behind 
a list of the grades of coal and prices can be 
seen. 

3: The Long-lived Karrier no 3, DY1140, as re¬ 
bodied and ready to Leave from the Kings Head 
in Erith on a grand day out. 

4: The Long-lived Karrier no 3, DV1140, in 
original form. A very full load from the Ladies 
Section of the British Legion at Woolwich pose 
before departure. 

5: A commercial postcard view at Rushey Green, 
Catford, outside the former Tram Depot. At Least 
nine silver charabancs can be seen with their 
passengers about to leave. At the front, 1921 
Karrier no 16, DY 2091, is bound for Hastings. 




Above: A refreshment stop at the Dog and Bear, Lenham, near Maidstone (also still trading) 
showing, Left, 1926 Leyland no 89, DY 4007, and right, 1927 Lancia no 99, DY 4575. 


Thanet services even sported route boards, 
Green Line-style, proclaiming'Express Daily 
Services' London, Margate, Broadstairs and 
Ramsgate. * More next month... 


Bibliography/ 

Acknowledgements 

■ Grey Green and contemporaries - Tom 
McLachlan (2007) 

■ Grey Cars Anniversary Celebrations 
1913/2003 - D Millman (2003) 

■ History of British Bus Services (S E 
England) - Colin Morris (1980) 

■ The World's Commercial Vehicles, 1830- 
1964 - G N Georgano (1965) 

■ West Country Historic Omnibus and 
Transport Trust (WHOTT) WHOTTS News 
no 40 - Bob Crawley (2010) 

■ A Fleet History of Timpsons (PN7) - PSV 
Circle (1998) 

■ Tilling in London (Capital Transport) - 
George Robbins (1986) 

■ London's Buses,The Independent Era 
1922-34 - K Blacker/R Lunn/R Westgate 
(1977) 

■ The Best of British Buses No 6 - 

AEC Regals (TPC) - Alan Townsin (1982) 

■ The AEC Story from Regent to Monarch 
(Amberley) - Brian Thackray (2012) 

■ The Gosport and Fareham Story (TPC) - 
Patrick Miller (1981) 

■ And the following individuals: Geoff 
Lumb, Huddersfield; Bob Cook, St 
Leonards; Richard Rosa, Gravesend 

■ Not forgetting all the long-gone 
individuals, who recorded these 
wonderful images for us to enjoy. 


www.roadscene.com 


August 15 47 






























VRSP0815 


HOW TO BUY YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 

i| OFFER 1. DIGITAL EDITION: VISIT: pktmags.com/vintageroadscene 
OFFER 2. PRINT EDITION: COMPLETE THE ORDER FORM BELOW 


I 


STYES! I WOULD LIKE TO SUBSCRIBE TO VINTAGE ROADSCENE MAGAZINE 

DELIVERY / PAYERS DETAILS 

Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr.Forename. 

Surname. 

Address. 


.Post / Zip code . 

Country. 

Daytime phone.Mobile. 

Email. 


GIFT DELIVERY DETAILS 

Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr.Forename. 

Surname. 

Address. 


.Post / Zip code . 

Country. 

Daytime phone.Mobile. 


BEST UK DEAL • SAVE 20% • BEST UK DEAL • SAVE 20% 


□ I WISH TO PAY BY DIRECT DEBIT (UK ONLY) 

£39.36 taken every 12 months (SAVING 20%) PLUS FREE CARNAUBA WAX 

Instructions to your Bank or Building Society to pay by Direct Debit 

Name of Bank. 

Address. 


, Postcode. 


Account name. 
Sort code 


Account number 


i 


i 


i 


i i i i i i 


Signature. Date 

Originator’s Id number 


81 31 71 3181 3 


Direct Debits from the account detailed in this instruction subject to the safeguards 
assured by the Direct Debit guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain 
with Kelsey Publishing Ltd. and, if so, details will be passed electronically to my Bank 
or Building Society. 




PAY BY CHEQUE / DEBIT / CREDIT CARD 


□ UK: 12 issues at 649:26 SAVING 15% £41.82 PLUS FREE CARNAUBA WAX 

□ USA / EUROPE: 12 issues at £69 t49 SAVING 10% £57.14 (NO GIFT) 

□ REST OF WORLD: 12 issues at £69^5 SAVING 10% £62.77 (NO GIFT) 

□ I enclose a cheque for £.made payable to Kelsey Publishing Umited (drawn fan a UK account) 

□ Please debit my □ Visa □ Visa Debit □ MasterCard for £. 

Card number 


ii in ill 


Security number 

Valid from. 

Signature. 


i i 


, Expiry date. 


, Date, 


(UK ONLY) PLEASE SEND COMPLETED FORM TO: 

FREEPOST RTKZ-HYRL-CCZX, Vintage Roadscene Subscription, Kelsey 
Publishing Ltd., Cudham Tithe Barn, Berry’s Hill, Cudham, Kent, TNI 6 3AG 

(INTERNATIONAL ONLY) PLEASE SEND COMPLETED FORM TO: 

Vintage Roadscene Subscriptions, Kelsey Publishing Ltd., Cudham Tithe 
Barn, Berry’s Hill, Cudham, Kent, TNI6 3AG, England 
@ INTERNATIONAL ONLY PLEASE CALL: 0044 (0)1959 543 747 


FREE gift subject to availability, we reserve the right to offer an alternative product at the same or higher retail value. On 
receipt of your order your free gift will be delivered within 25 working days. Offer/prices available until 28th August 2015. 
Kelsey Publishing Ltd., uses a Multi Layered Privacy Notice giving you brief details about how we would like to use your 
personal information. For full details visit www.kelsey.co.uk or call 01959 543524. If you have any questions please ask 
as submitting your data indicates your consent, until you choose otherwise, that we and our partners may contact you 
about products and services that will be of relevance to you via direct mail, phone, email and SMS. You can opt-out at 
ANY time via email on data.controller@kelseypb.co.uk or call 01959 543524. 


^ Vintage —« 

RoadscenE 


2 EASY OPTIONS, 


OFFER 1 DIGITAL EDITION 


VINTAGE 
ROADSCENE APR AND 
SAMPLE ISSUE 

PAY JUST £29.99 
FOR 12 ISSUES 
AND SAVE 16%* 



*16% saving based an digital cover price 
of £2.99 per issue. FREE gift not included 
with digital subscription orders, 


AVAILABLE ON 
THE APP STORE AND 
POCKETMAGS.COM 


pocket Tag .com 


pktmags.com/vintageroadscene 


















































































SUBSCRIBE TODAY 

WHICH ONE SUITS YOU? 



FI 

& 


OFFER 2. UK PRINT EDITION WITH FREE GIFT 


a »W a Mai Mi I ■ wHL* ] ■ jKkftSlli \ saving 20 %■ 


FROM JUST 

( isa-36 

I.FOR 12 


MIC 


Subscribe today and receive these great 
Meguiar’s products to keep your vehicle 
looking flawless! 


and professional detailers 
by producing the finest 
surface and car care 
products in the world. 


EASY 

WAYS 

TO 

ORDER 


ONLINE 

shop.kelsey.co.uk/vrs 


OS 

L— Vi 


POST 

Fill in the form and send to: FREEPOST RTKZ-HYRL-CCZX, 
Vintage Roadscene subscriptions, Kelsey Publishing Ltd., Cudham 
Tithe Barn, Berry’s Hill, Cudham, Kent, TNI 6 3AG 


CALL OUR SUBSCRIPTION TEAM 


0845 241 5159 


UK only and quote offer code VRSP0815 


Hotline open: Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm. Please note that calls are charged at your local rate, for further information please check with your service provider. 


Since 1901 Meguiar’s 
has earned the trust 




of millions of consumers 


Meguiar’s strong, long-lasting protection to 
preserve your finish. The proprietary blend of 
premium carnauba plus protecting polymers 
delivers amazing results and this unique 
formula leaves your paint brilliantly reflective. 
Easily glides on and off, without leaving any 
dusty residue. 


*20% saving based on caver price of £4,10 per issue. UK Direct Debit print offer only, 
















Above: If the film ‘Hell Drivers’ had featured Bedfords rather than Dodges, this is what‘Red’and the gang would have used. Is the livery a bit‘flash’for a 
humble tipper? Maybe, but a week of work on-site would soon sort that out. (All pictures Malcolm Bates) 


So, after 'The London to Brighton' comes 'Gaydon'. And time to take stock of where the commercial 
vehicle preservation movement is going. Should we, as Malcolm Bates suggests, judge ourselves against 
say current trends in the heritage railway 'industry'? Or is it enough to just have a nice day out looking at 
some old wagons? Either way, there was something for everyone at Gaydon this year. 


W hile the Commercial 

Vehicle & Road Transport 
Club may no longer 
'own'the Gaydon event 
- organisation now 

undertaken in-house by the Museum staff 
- the spirit of those early events lives on. In 
more ways than you might expect. 

Having had a bit of a nomadic existence, 


it now looks as though in the Gaydon 
Museum site, the event has found a 
permanent home. True, it was touch and 
go for a while, but with CVRTC stalwart Tom 
Caren now promoted to Events Manager 
at Gaydon, classic commercial enthusiasts 
can rest assured that'old lorries'interest be 
well represented against a wider backdrop 
within the museum management sector 


that increasingly seems more obsessed with 
'strategies' relating to 'inclusion', 'diversity' 
and 'education' in order to attract funding 
and plaudits from contemporaries, than it 
does in finding as much space as possible to 
house rare artifacts or exhibits. Fashion, see. 

And while'commercials'have never been 
a major part of the Gaydon remit, it's nice to 
see some signs that finally there is greater 



Above left: A Classic Vintage Roadscene. Who in the early 1960s wouldn’t want the tanks of their local garage topped-up by this lovely AEC Mammoth Major? 
It harks back to the days when garages were independent and sold different brands from specifically-branded pumps. And for good measure, there’s 
another one behind! Above right: And here it is. Upstart Jet Petroleum was one of the first‘budget brands’of petrol to shake-up the postwar market and 
soon built up a Loyal customer base. So this Mammoth Major would have had a busy life. 
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Above: Do you remember NutaLLs Transport? Clearly a certain Mister Williams of Shropshire does. 
Here, a modern day DAF sneaks into the line next to nicely-preserved Seddon 13.4... 

Right: While that guvnor’s motor’ - a proper pre-merger Atkinson - stands aloof. Nice paint jobs, boys. 


j 




Above: There’s no Dodging it. When Chrysler merged it’s own Dodge and the ex-Rootes Commer 
brands, it somehow managed to lose the loyalty of both customer groups in the UK. But before that 
fatal management decision was taken, we should reflect that Dodge lorries were especially popular 
with small rural hauliers, the agricultural and horticultural hauliers and of course those operating 
tippers on bulk work. Here then is‘new look’K Series tractor with stylish easy-entry cab, beside old 
school’ Dodge 300 with LAD cab. Both are part of the Lea Brothers fleet. 


recognition that lorries, trams and buses 
were as much part of the vintage roadscene 
as the iconic collection of cars which are 
to be found in what the locals refer to as 
The New Kremlin', the fortified concrete 
structure that houses the main collection. 

And rightly so. After all, think of one single 
vehicle design that helped create motor 
industry jobs in the UK. What, like those 
famous Bedford lorries that you used to see 
everywhere? Nope. General Motors pulled 
the plug on them and ran back to the States 
when the industry got a bit difficult. While 
AWD was a brave attempt, it was always 
destined to fail without the brand name 
which GM wouldn't sell - even though they 
didn't want it themselves. 

One of the products of'Ford of Britain', 
then? Nope. Likewise, but even more so. 
Ford handed it's lorry business to Iveco, thus 
sealing the fate of British truck assembly 
workers'jobs. Next, Ford dumped-on the 
Southampton plant that had previously- 



Above left: And yet another Tanker. Is tanker preservation the next big trend?‘Esso’ mouth organ grille Octopus is right out of the pages of a Dinky Toys 
catalogue. Above right: And just one more? LAD-cabbed Octopus features a later‘profiled’tank and suffers from insipid - but accurate! - National Bus 
Company green livery. But it still has more character than modern day artic tankers doesn’t it? 
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You know you want one! Classic AEC-Merryweather turntable 
Ladder was much-modelled (by Budgie and Matchbox) in 
period. Cab had stylish wrap-round front and rear screens, but 
was a single sliding door on each side really the fastest way to 
get crew out during a shout? 




and cynically - been dubbed The Home of 
Transit'Today, the latest van range to carry 
that name is built in Turkey - a country not 
even in the EU. And Ford cars? Let's not even 
go there - after the glory days of the British- 
built Cortina 1600Es, Capris and Escort 
Mexicos - no Ford has ever made the same 
impact on the market. You want education 
from a museum? There never was a 'Ford of 
Britain'of course - that was just a marketing 
'sleight-of-hand'. The destiny of the company 
was always in the hands of its American 
corporate owners. 

Was that one single vehicle the original 
BMC Mini, then? Umm, it could have been. 

It was certainly a global trendsetter at its 
launch, but lack of investment - plus an 
even greater lack of development allowed 
market share to bleed away. As the study of 
various prototypes now housed at Gaydon, 
but shelved by successive British Leyland 
managements over the years, will testify. 
Nope, you're not even close. Surely the one 
single vehicle that saved the British vehicle 
industry - or at least allowed it to survive 
long enough for yet another foreign investor 
to snap-up the remains - was the Land 
Rover. And whilst most people will see the 
modern day'Defender'more as a'leisure 
vehicle'or a'lifestyle statement', the simple 
fact is, it was designed as a workhorse. 

Which makes it a commercial vehicle. 

LIFE IN THE MUSEUM 

I make these points in order to remind 
you that if you're planning on visiting the 
Gaydon event NEXT year, you should at least 



Above: Featured in‘Vintage Roadscene’Last year, this Commer‘Maxiload’tipper was once a bulk 
powder tanker for Rugby Cement - the bits of orange paint under the matt black are a clue. We just 
thought you’d Like confirmation that it hasn’t been‘restored’since. It hasn’t. 



Above: Another motor in ‘working condition’ is this amazing Volvo F88 that is a real working timber 
transporter.“Are these your specially polished show Logs, then?,” our Malcolm asked the owner. Sadly 
his reply breached Kelsey Publishing’s Editorial Guidelines Manual, so we can’t include it here, but 
you can probably guess... 
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LIGHTWEIGHTS AT THE SHOW 



l:This wonderful early Transit camper may have only survived thanks to 
only occasional use, but does it qualify as a commercial? Who cares? It was 
a perfect reference point for restorers of early Transit vans who could only 
dream of finding such originality. 

2: Backbone of Britain? This one is clearly a commercial, but no aspiring rock 
band of the early 70s was worthy of the name if it didn’t lust after a Transit 
‘Twin Wheeler’. Considering the numbers built, this one is a rarity. 

3: Straight out of Ford brochure! This normal control Trader hides it’s 
German origins well, but this model never regained the ‘Cost Cutter’s’ market 
share. It was the last normal control lorry in the Ford range, if we don’t 
discount the‘A-Series’Transits, like Ford had to, to get rid of them! 

4: The Ford 400E wasn’t a bad van, but was very much what a marketing 
person would now call a ‘me too’ product. The Transit changed all that, but 
somehow, the ‘Villiers Services’ livery on this example fits the era of two- 
stroke ‘haze’ and London smogs’ perfectly. 

5: How we were. Here we see ‘Bertha’ - not her real name - a sprightly 
prewar Dennis 30cwt truck, Looking Like she’d just driven out of the pages 
of an early HCVC London-to-Brighton run guide. A plain once-over paint job 
and customary name plate (with vehicle rally plaques screwed to the dash, 
perhaps?) are typical of early restorations. All the better that this example 
has survived unscathed then ? Absolutely. 


allow a couple of hours, between viewing 
the real lorries outside and the models 
and archive material inside, to actually go 
around the museum proper and check-out 
the truly fascinating background to what 
was once a huge provider of jobs and 
wealth creation in the UK. 

Before we look at the highlights of this 
year's event, it's also worth adding that 
there are now several other meetings and 
events held at the Gaydon site during the 
year that might be of interest to Vintage 
Roadscene magazine readers - check-out 


the website for details. But remember, the 
exhibits don't remain the same - things do 
get changed around. But more significantly, 
by next year, the new'Reserve Collection' 
building should be open as well. And that 
will be well worth a visit. 

This year's event then? An absolute 
cracker. Tom Caren has worked hard to 
convince museum management to relax the 
previously rather heavy-handed approach 
to 'Elf'n' Safety'and crowd management and 
we've all benefitted from what has been 
achieved. There were far fewer modern- 


day traffic cones to ruin our attempts at 
recreating a period-look photograph of 
a period lorry and there have also been 
changes to the parking arrangements 
which, in spite of the intrusion of a new 
access road into the Jaguar Land Rover 
plant next door, has resulted in a welcome 
increase in parking space for visiting 
exhibits. Even so, as Tom Caren noted, the 
entire museum site was "rammed" with 
preserved commercials and in spite of 
weather concerns on the Saturday, a bright 
Sunday ensured a good time was had by all. 
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A nice change? It’s easy to forget that not all 
early artics were to ‘maximum gross weight’. Even 
premium manufacturers produced ‘medium duty’ 
tractor units for ten or twelve ton loads on three 
axles. British Road Services, for example, had fleets 
of Comet tractors in both the red haulage and 
green parcels fleets. But this one is different - it’s 
a Beaver! But what really makes it worth a second 
look is that rare in-period Pitt trailer with cast alloy 
landing Legs. 


ARE WE ON TREND? 

Any new trends we need to address? While 
many may have wondered if the days of the 
carefully choreographed en-mass'heritage 
fleet'arrivals at Gaydon were becoming a 
thing of the past, it's comforting to see the 
likes of Lloyds of Ludlow and Tony Knowles 
are still carrying on with that tradition, 
while several newcomers are in the process 
of adding to what started out as single 



Above: A Great Eight. Lloyds of Ludlow always 
arrive at Gaydon in style - and in a great 
convoy - but this Meritor eight Legger is surely 
still the cream of the heritage fleet crop? 




& 
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Above: Did they really deliver burgers with a tipper Lorry? No, don’t be daft - surely Wimpey used the 
tippers to deliver the chips? Oh sorry, wrong Wimpey. It turns out this Wimpey used AEC tippers to 
deliver something far more palatable - Britain’s motorway network. 


entrants - the growing Dodge and ERF 
fleet of P C Howard is a good example - 
but you'll find some more examples in my 
photographs. 

What about the continuing, er, 'debate' 
over commercial vehicle liveries? While 
editor Forbes has to be more diplomatic, 
there is no debate as far as I'm concerned 
- when a preserved vehicle with a known 
past is painted in some fictitious'Harry 
Smelly, Daughter and Dog, Hauliers, Much 
Wenlock'style livery, it's frigging with 
history. Something that never existed in 
period - and doesn't actually exist as a 


company today - can surely no longer be 
excused with a "Well, it's Harry's property, 
he can do what he likes with it..."You can't 
do that with a listed building. And the car, 
bus and railway preservation sectors have 
moved on. So why can't we? 

True, things get a bit clouded when a 
well-known modern day company wants 
to revisit it's roots and create a'Heritage 
Fleet'. Where a previous basket case has 
been totally rebuilt, surely none of us can 
argue against it - had company money 
not been used for the work, that vehicle 
would have probably been lost. But taking 
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FUNNIES 



l:“Oi,you! You can’t come in herewith that contraption!” exclaims High-Viz wearing marshal. Actually, this 
stunningly rare Bond ‘Minivan’ is a commercial vehicle and as such, does qualify. Sort of. 


2: Having a Laugh? Cheeky entrant smuggles his mother-in-law and family into the site - in a caravan concealed 
inside his curtain-sided trailer pulled by a modern Volvo. “Cheeky’ because it took up the space of two‘proper’ 


preserved Lorries. 

3:“Scuse me mate. You’re 3000 miles out, this is England, home of ERF, Foden and Gardner diesels. You’re Looking 
for Am-mer-rica, home of the free, where tractor units are allowed to be Longer than the old A1 was wide.” 

4: Caught in the act! On the pretext of getting a photograph of this wonderful Bedford CA coffee bar’published in 
‘Vintage Roadscene’, our Malcolm’s freebee double capachino with flaky bits ‘bribe’ awaits his collection. Is that 
ethical? 

5: Top Man Tom. Gaydon Events manager Tom Caren (right) is seen here engaged in vitally important 
management issues. “No, Gary, you said you wanted two sugars, so two sugars is...”This was the thirtieth of these 
events in which he has been involved, with both CVRTCand Gaydon. Thirty! 




an authentically-restored and liveried 
vehicle and then repainting in something 
non-original? We should at least register our 
collective disapproval shouldn't we? 

The purist might suggest that it's just as 
undesirable to'recreate'an authentic period 

Left: Leaving aside the lack of massive 
potholes and advertising slogans for 
‘Woodbines’and‘Tizer’, this could be a picture 
of a Late 1950s ‘Transport Caff’. Note the 
customary old BRS eight Legger, more modern 
artics with four-in-line trailers in the colours 
of the new breed of privately-owned hauliers 
- and a representative of the still considerable 
number of normal control medium weight 
wagons on the road, all awaiting the return 
of their drivers on a sunny, pre-tachograph 
afternoon. 


livery from a photograph, or memory, on a 
vehicle that was actually never owned by 
the company in who's livery it's been given. 
What's you view on that? Personally, I'm all 
for it, if it brings some colour and variety to 
our hobby. It is, after all, acceptable in the 
railway preservation movement, where the 
identities of various locomotives have been 
'swapped'to depict a particular period, or 
long-lost variant. But the latest trend we 
can surely all support? How about keeping 
'barn finds'or otherwise original vehicles 
just as they are? Get'em running and legal 
by all means, but'patina'is the one thing 
shed loads of money can't recreate. Me? I'm 
looking forward to seeing what turns up at 
next year's event already. 
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DUTCH GOLD 


Allan Macfarlane has discoverd a wonderful lorry museum in Holland 



| Above: Just three members of a whole ine of 1950s and 1960s DAFs. 
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S o there we were, taking a cycle- 
ride in the wonderfully flat 
countryside that surrounded our 
campsite in the Netherlands, when 
I happened to glace into a yard to 
my left: I saw an old single-deck bus being 
washed. I juddered to a halt, turned, and went 
in, to get a closer look. My wife watched me, 
thinking,"I could be in for a long wait!" 

The chap cleaning the bus welcomed me 
and explained - in impeccable English, of 
course - that this right-hand-drive bus (so 
not Dutch at all) was a Scania-Vabis and it 
had been retrieved from Sweden when the 
rule of the road there changed, in 1967. The 
bus was new in 1949 and, as I looked round 
inside, I mentioned some features that were 
also to be found on British buses of that age. 

It seemed much flimsier than an ECW-bodied 
Bristol L5G, though! 

The bus is now used for wedding transport 
and occasional'old-timer'rallies.Then my 
friend said, "Have you seen inside?" pointing 



Above: A Bedford J-Type is dwarfed by a Pegaso'Cuadrado’. 
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to the doors of what appeared to be a 
workshop. He led me into the dark confines 
-1 could see little before my eyes got 
accustomed to the darkness, but by then, my 
friend had turned the lights on. 

I now realised this place was huge! And 
it was packed with restored old lorries! 
Everything was lined up in an orderly fashion 
and the floor was clean and painted, with 
walkways in a different colour. There was just 
one other bus, a normal-control Opel Blitz, 
with front-end styling clearly resembling the 
Bedford A-Type. My friend explained that 
he was not the owner, just the chargehand. 
The owner was involved in the haulage 
industry. Not unreasonably for a Dutchman 
he was fond of DAF lorries and had amassed 
a notable collection of early examples. One 
was a 1950s refuse-wagon with front-end 
tipping body for gravity-induced compaction, 
bringing to mind the recent articles in VR. 

But there were also plenty of lorries from 
other European countries, mostly with Dutch 
numberplates. They included a Hanomag 
Henschel, a Magirus, a Pegaso Cuadrado, a 
Steyr, an OMTigrotto, a normal-control Volvo 
475 and some old American Fords. 

I think my friend was impressed that not only 
did I recognise most of the models, but had 



Above: A Steyr 91 alongside a Karrier Bantam with Belgian number-plates - but notice that the 
Bantam is badged as a Dodge - ‘badge-engineering’for the Continental market? 


f f I NOW REALISED THIS PLACE WAS HUGE! AND IT WAS 
PACKED WITH RESTORED OLD LORRIES! EVERYTHING 
WAS LINED UP IN AN ORDERLY FASHION AND THE FLOOR 

WAS CLEAN AND PAINTED 44 
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actually photographed examples in their 
home countries! 

In addition to these, I was proud to see there 
were several British lorries - a number of 
Bedfords, a Thames Trader, a Karrier Bantam 
and a Commer Walk-Thru. 

I was snapping away with my camera, but 
had to be hasty, as I knew my wife would be 
tired of waiting. I thanked my friend heartily 
for his time and for enthusiastically showing 
me round and I asked that the owner be 
congratulated on bringing together a 
wonderful and immensely valuable collection 
of Europe's transport heritage! 

• This is not o museum which is generally 
open to the public, but a well-presented private 
collection. Allan cannot be more precise, but 
it is situated somewhere near Delft. Perhaps 
somebody else will meet the owner, possibly at 
a Continental rally, and we can find out more 
information... 

Above: A white Thames Trader stands 
between a Magirus with the additional 
name of the emergent Iveco, and an unusual 
normal-control Fordson, a wartime ‘WOT’. 

Right: An OM Tigrotto alongside a stately 
Bentley Mk VI saloon. 


ff THE OWNER WAS INVOLVED IN THE HAULAGE INDUSTRY. 

NOT UNREASONABLY FOR A DUTCHMAN HE WAS FOND OF 
DAF LORRIES AND HAD AMASSED A NOTABLE COLLECTION 
OF EARLY EXAMPLES. 44 
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A selection of events being held during the coming month which will 
be of interest to Vintage Roadscene readers 


The 2015 rally season is up and running now, 
so here are the events scheduled to take place 
while this issue of the magazine is current. If 
you're organising an event which would be of 
interest to Vintage Roadscene readers, please 
let us know the details for future diary pages. 


and we apologise if we've missed any out. 

Let us hope the weather is kind and everyone 
enjoys their days out, wherever they go. Don't 
forget to take your camera and if you see 
anything interesting, send us a picture for our 
future Rally Scene pages... 


JULY 


17-18th July- 48th Ulster Festival of Transport, 

Bailee Playing Fields, Ballymena, Co Antrim, Northern Ireland 
BT422HS, 07740 910386 
e-mail: ulstersteam@hotmail.co.uk 
www.ulstersteam.co.uk 

17-19th July—Weeting Steam Engine Rally & Country 

Show, Fengate Farm, Weeting, Brandon, Suffolk 
IP27 0QF, 01842 810317 
e-mail: weeting-rally@btconnect.com 
www.weetingrally.co.uk 

17- 19th July - Somerset Steam & Country Show, 

Netherham Farm, Low Flam, Langport, Somerset 

TA10 9DR, 01761 470867 e-mail: somersetsteam@live.co.uk 

www.somersettractionengineclub.wordpress.com 

18th July - Festival of Model Tramways, 

Fairfield Flails, Park Lane, Croydon CR91DG 
www.tramwayinfo.com 

18- 19th July - Cornwall Truck Show, 

Stithians Showground, Truro, Cornwall TR3 7DP, 

07970 549895 e-mail: tony_stocks@btinternet.com 
www.cormwalltruckshw.co.uk 

18-19th July - Barton Gate Charity Steam Rally, 

Needwood Rise Farm, Barton Gate, Barton under Needwood, 
Staffordshire DEI3 8AP, 07815 917421 
e-mail: info@bartonsteam.co.uk 
www.bartonsteam.co.uk 


18-19th July - Chiltern Classic Vehicle Show, 

Chiltern Open Air Museum, Newland Park, Gorelands Lane, 
Chalfont St Giles, Buckinghamshire HP8 4AB, 

01494871117 

e-mail: enquiries@coam.org.uk 
www.coam.org.uk 

18-19th July - Firpark Wings & Wheels, 

Firpark Farm, Market Rasen, Lincolnshire LN8 3YL, 
07816326368 

e-mail: firparkairport@live.co.uk 

18-19th July - Ackworth Steam Rally, 

Ackworth Water Tower, A628 Ackworth Road, Pontefract, 
Yorkshire WF7 7ET, 01977 617327 
e-mail: brickyardorganic@yahoo.co.uk 

18-19th July - Much Marde Steam Rally, 

Rye Meadows, Much Marde, near Ledbury, Herefordshire 
HR82LX, 07968 385813 
www.muchmarclesteamrally.com 

18-19th July - Vintage Rally & Rural Weekend, 

Woodfrys Farm, Melbury Abbas, Shftesbury, Dorset SP7 ODB, 
07776 280129 e-mail: moorsalibaba@hotmail.com 
www.themapsrally.co.uk 

18-19th July - The Rally in the Valley, 

Bridgnorth Rugby Club, Bandon Lane, Bridgnorth, 

Shropshire WV15 5AD, 07929 290465 
e-mail: therallyinthevalley@hotmail.com 
www.therallyinthevalley.co.uk 



A One of those very attractive specially-bodied race transporters for the BMC competitions Department, which 
has not only survived and been restored to its original glory, but is still doing the job it was built for, as seen here 
at the Silverstone Classic press day. 
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18-1 9th July - vVebi uxun Steam « Vintage Show, 
Ducklington, Witney, Oxfordshire 0X29 7YL, 
07977546699 

e-mail: westoxonsteam@yahoo.co.uk 
w w w. westoxo n stea m. co. u k 


19th July - CVRTC 50th Anniversary Rally, 

Lincolns Farm Cafe, A452 Kenilworth Road, Solihull B92 OLS 
www.cvrtc.btck.co.uk 


19th July - Alton Bus Rally & Running Day, 

Anstey Park, Anstey Lane, Alton, Hampshire 
GU342NB, 07921 368767 
e-mail: altonbusrally@hotmail.co.uk 
www.altonbusrally.org.uk 

19th July - Fleetwood Festival of Transport 
(Tram Sunday), Fleetwood Town Centre, 

Lancashire FY7 6EB, 07946 537950 
e-mail: mike@mikesandersonelectrics.co.uk 
www.fleetwoodfestivaloftransport.co.uk 

19th July - Wadebridge Wheels 2015, 

Royal Cornwall Showground, Wadebridge, Cornwall PL27 7JE, 
01208813784 

e-mail: stoneydeep@talk21.com 
www.wadebridgewheels.co.uk 

19th July - 25th Walsall Classic Car & Transport Show, 

Walsall Arboretum Extension, Walsall, West Midlands 
WS1 2QB, 

01922643385 

e-mail: transtar@talk21.com 
www.transtarpromotions.com 

19th July - 32nd Ayrshire Vintage Rally, 

Whitefordhill Agri-Centre, Ayr, Ayrshire KA6 5JW, 
01292287297 

e-mail: margaret.avtmc@btinternet.com 
www.avtmc.co.uk 


19th July - Made in Scotland, Grampian Transport 
Museum, Alford, Aberdeenshire AB33 8AE, 01975 564517 
e-mail: events@gtm.org.uk 
www.gtm.org.uk 

19th July - Old Ford Rally, Heritage Motor Centre, 

Banbury Road, Gaydon, Warwickshire CV35 OBJ, 

01832 734463 

e-mail: bobwilkinson49@hotmail.co.uk 
www.heritage-motor-centre.co.uk 


19th July - Classic Car Summer Show, Amberley Museum 
& Heritage Centre, Station Road, Amberley, near Arundel, 
West Sussex BN189LT, 01798 831370 


e-mail: office@amberleymuseum.co.uk 
www.amberleymuseum.co.uk 
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19th July - Vintage & Classic Wheels, 

Combe Mill, Blenheim Palace Sawmills, Long Hanborough, 
Oxfordshire 0X29 8ET, 01993 358694 
e-mail: tony@combemill.org 
www.combemill.org 

22-26th July - War & Peace Revival, 

Folkestone Racecourse, Folkestone, Kent CT214HX, 
01304813337 

e-mail: georgina@warandpeace.uk.com 
www.thewarandpeacerevival.co.uk 

24-26th July - Boconnoc Steam Fair, 

Boconnoc Country Estate, Middle Taphouse, west of 
Liskearde, Cornwall PL22 ORG, 01566 779366 
e-mail: show-secretary@lsvc.org 
www.lsvc.org 

24-26th July - 51 st Welland Steam & Country Rally, 

Woodside Farm, Welland, near Upton-upon-Severn, 
Worcestershire WR13 6NG, 01531 890417 
e-mail: info@wellandsteamrally.co.uk 
www.wellandsteamrally.co.uk 

24- 26th July - Netley Marsh Steam & Craft Show, 

Netley Marsh, Totton, Southampton, Flampshire S040 7GY, 
07713 834675 

e-mail: enquiries@nmscs.org.uk 
www.nmscs.org.uk 

25 July - Gathering 2015 Preview, The Trolleybus Museum, 
Belton Road, Sandtoft DN8 5SX, 01724 711391 
e-mail: trolleybusmuseum@sandtoft.org 
www.sandtoft.org 

25- 26th July - Kingsley Steam Rally, Sickles Lane, Kingsley, 
near Bordon, Hampshire GU35 9PD, 01420 474298 

25-26th July - Dacorum Steam & Country Fayre, 

Green Croft Farm, Potten End, Hemel Hempstead, 
Hertfordshire HP1 2SG, 01923 266491 
e-mail: dvbunker@aol.com 
www.dacorummachineryandsteam.co.uk 

25-26th July - 43rd Cumbria Steam Gathering, 

Cark Airfield, Flookburgh, Grange over Sands, Cumbria 
LAI 17LS, 07825 369601 
e-mail: info@steamgathering.org.uk 
www.steamgathering.org.uk 

25-26th July - Ringmer Steam & Country Show, 

Upper Lodge Farm, The Broyle, Ringmer, near Lewes, 

East Sussex BN85AP, 01903 233240 
e-mail: ringmershow@yahoo.co.uk 
www.ringmershow.co.uk 

25-26th July - St Buryan Vintage Rally, 

Trevorgans Farm, St Buryan, Penzance, Cornwall TR196HP, 
07967 940182 

e-mail: les@leslie.fsbusiness.co.uk 
www.stburyanrally.co.uk 

25-26th July - Isleport Steam & Vintage Working Show, 

Isleport Farm, Isleport Lane, near Highbridge, 

Somerset TA9 4QX. 

e-mail: isleportshow@live.co.uk 

www.isleportsteam.co.uk 


25-26th July - West Bergholt Vehicle Show, 

West Bergholt, Colchester, Essex C06 3DG, 01206 271253 

25-26th July-Vintage Gathering, Nothampton & Lamport 
Railway, Pitsford & Brampton Station, Pitsford Road, Chapel 
Brampton, Northamptonshire NN6 8BA, 07794 516408 
e-mail: info@allchinroller.com 
www.allchinroller.com 

25-26th July - Bassetlaw Steam, Transport & Country 
Show, Showground, Blyth Road, Worksop, Nottinghamshire 
S81 ORD, 07901 984627 
e-mail: dave.hoyles@ntlworld.com 
www.themidlandseventclub.com 

26th July - Festival of Black Country Vehicles, 

Black Country Living Museum, Tipton Road, Dudley, 

West Midlands DY14SQ, 01922 743023 
e-mail: brianjroll.vintage@googlemail.com 

26th July - Sandtoft Trolleybus Gathering, 

The Trolleybus Museum, Belton Road, Sandtoft DN8 5SX, 
01724711391 

e-mail: trolleybusmusem@sandtoft.org 
www.sandtoft.org 

26th July - 7th Gang Warily Run, 

starts from The Drummond Distribution Centre, Armadale, 
West Lothian EH48 2PE, 9.30am, 0131 441 3221 
e-mail: carolshand2020@talktalk.com 

26th July - Mountbellow Vintage Rally, 

Mountbellow, Co Galway, Republic of Ireland, 08729 62083 
e-mail: seand6930@gmail.com www.mvc.ie 

26th July -19th Beaumanor Hall Classic Car & Transport 

Show, Beaumanor Hall, Woodhouse, 

Leicestershire LE12 8TX, 01922 643385 
e-mail: transtar@talk21 .com 
www.transtarpromotions.com 

29th July - 32nd Noggin, Nosh & Natter, 

The George public house, Longbridge Deverill, near 
Warminster (A350), Wiltshire BA12 7DG, 01747 823365 
e-mail: m.bailey1950@btinternet.com 
www.thectp.org.uk 


AUGUST 


29th July-2nd August - Manx Heritage Transport 
Festival, 01624 662525 www.gov.im/ 

30th July-2nd August - Pickering Traction Engine Rally, 

Pickering, Yorkshire Y018 8AE, 07583 075016 
e-mail: info@theeventsorganiser.co.uk 
www.theeventsorganiser.co.uk 

31 st July-2nd August - Gloucestershire Steam & 
Vintage Extravaganza, South Cerney Airfield, Cirencester, 
Gloucestershire GL7 5QD, 01453 890891 
e-mail: martyndslater@hotmail.com 
www.glossteamextravaganza.com 

31 st July-2nd August - Bedford OB Get-Together, 

South Cerney Airfield, Cirencester, Gloucestershire 
GL7 5QD, 07836 550426 
e-mail: tim@tjcs.freeserve.co.uk 
www.bedfordob.com 


31st July-2nd August-TorbaySteam Fair, Churston 
Ferrers, Brixham, Torbay, Devon TQ5 OLJ, 07795 383324 
e-mail: showmanager@torbaysteamfair.com 
www.torbaysteamfair.com 

1st August-Trimpley Vintage Rally, Bite Farm, Trimpley 
Lane, Trimpley, near Bewdley, Worcs DY121NU, 
07986170715 

e-mail: david_spruce1@sky.com 
www.bvmc.org.uk 

1 st-2nd August - West Somerset Railway Steam Fayre & 
Vintage Vehicle Rally, Allerford Lane, Norton Fitzwarren, 
nearTaunton, Somerset TA41BH, 01823 433856 
e-mail: wsrrally@gmail.com 
www.steamrally.org.uk 

1 st-2nd August - Sticker Country Fair & Vintage Rally, 

Sticker AFC Grounds, Burngulow Road, Sticker, Cornwall 
PL26 7EN, 07970 573501 
e-mail: mikejames717@hotmail.co.uk 
www.stickercountryfayre.com 

1 st-2nd August - Weald of Kent Steam Rally, 

Little Engham Farm, Bethersden Road,Woodchurch, Kent 
TN263QY, 07887 961730 
e-mail: info@wealdofkentsteamrally.co.uk 
www.wealdofkentsteamrally.co.uk 

1 st-2nd August - Whitwell & Reepham Rally, W & R 

Station, Reepham, Norfolk NR104GA, 01603 861555 
e-mail: paul.blanch@sky.com 
www.whitwellstation.com 

1 st-2nd August - Truckfest Scotland, Royal Highland 
Centre, Ingleston, Edinburgh, Midlothian EH28 8NB, 

01775 768661 e-mail: hannah@livepromotions.co.uk 
www.livepromotions.co.uk 

1 st-2nd August - Cromford Steam Rally, 

High Acres Farm, Dewey Lane, Brackenfield, Matlock, 
Derbyshire DE55 6DB, 01773 749944 
e-mail: ken@salswood.co.uk 
www.cromford-steam.co.uk 

1 st-2nd August -19th Transport Gala, 

East Carlton Countryside Park, Northamptonshire 
LE168YF, 01536 396494 
e-mail: keithnpsgala@yahoo.co.uk 
www.transportgala.com 

1st-2nd August - Northumberland Steam & Vintage 
Fair, Druridge Bay Country Park, Red Row, Morpeth, 
Northumberland NE61 5BX, 01670 825571 
e-mail: redrowvintageclub@gmail.com 

1 st-2nd August - Ramsey Steam & Vintage Show, 

The Camp, Wood Lane, Ramsey, Cambridgeshire 
PE262XB, 01709 589050 
e-mail: directfencingoffice@sky.com 
www. ra m seystea m a n d vi nta gesh ow. co m 
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A Seen at this year's Llandudno Festival of transport, this 1965 Thames Trader tipper, JTU 371C, looks as if it has 
just come off site. One of those vehicles it would be a pity to restore in a pristine livery? (Barry Fenn) 


1st-2nd August - Great Bucks Steam & Country Fair, 

Ickford Road, Shabbington, Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire 
HP189HN, 01844201127 
e-mail: info@greatbucks.org.uk 
www.greatbucks.org.uk 

2nd August - 8th Lytham Hall Classic 

Vehicle Show, Lytham Hall, Ballam Road, Lytham, 

Lancashire FY84LE, 1697451882 

e-mail: info@markwoodwardclassicevents.com 

www.markwoodwardclassicevents.com 

2nd August - 47th HCVS Trans-Pennine Run, 

Birch Services (M62 Wesdtbound) to The Stray, Harrogate, 

Yorkshire, 0113 257 9770 

e-mail: transpenninerun@gmail.com 

2nd August - Grade Ruan Vintage Vehicle Rally, 

Treveddan Farm, Ruan Minor, Helston, Cornwall TR12 7JR, 

01326290664 

e-mail: ocklynge1@aol.com 

2nd-3rd August - 51st Anniversary 

National Steam Rally, Stradbally Hall, near Portlaoise, 

Co Laoise, Ireland, 00353 866053414 
e-mail: nicola.glynn@cimaglobal.com 

7-9th August - Purbeck Rally, 

Worgret Road,Wareham, Dorset BH206AB, 01929 556849 
e-mail: purbeckrally@gmail.cm 
www.purbeckrally.com 

7- 9th August - Retro Festival, Newbury Showground, 
Newbury, Berkshire RG189QZ, 07801 108653 

e-mail: pauljezaed@yahoo.co.uk 
www.retrofestival.co.uk 

8th August - Carnhell Green Vintage Charity Rally, 

Carnhell Green Village, Cornwall TR13 ORL, 07974 704437 
e-mail: trelissickfarm@sky.com 

8- 9th August - 50th Astle Park Traction Engine Rally, 

Astle Park, Chelford, Cheshire SK11 9AD, 01751 200839 
e-mail: info@outdoorshows.co.uk 
www.outdoorshows.co.uk 

8-9th August - Bluebell Vintage Transport Weekend, 

Horsted Keynes Station, near Haywards Heath, West Sussex 
RH17 7BB, 01825 720800 
e-mail: info@bluebell-railway.co.uk 
www.bluebell-railway.co.uk 

8-9th August - Firle Vintage Summer Fair, 

Firle Place, Lewes, East Sussex BN8 6LP, 07885 827849 
e-mail: firlevintage@gmail.com 


8-9th August - Steam & Crafts Weekend, 

Museum of East Anglian Life, lllife Way, Stowmarket, Suffolk 
IP141DL, 01449 612229 
e-mail: enquiries@eastanglianlife.org.uk 
www.eastanglianlife.org.uk 

8-9th August - Driffield Steam & Vintage Rally, 

The Showground, Driffield, Yorkshire Y025 9DN, 
01377254384 

www.driffieldvintagerally.co.uk 

8-9th August - Bridgwater Classic Vehicle & Vintage 
Show, Morganian Rugby Club, Chedzoy Lane, Bridgwater, 
Somerset TA7 8QW, 07895 044368 
e-mail: pgrant46@hotmail.com 
www.bcvc.co.uk 

8-9th August - Northchapel Working Steam Show, 

near Petworth, West Sussex,GU28 9EG, 01403 823200 
e-mail: office@ 

www.northchapleworkingsteamshow.co.uk 

8-9th August - Rural Past Times, Pestalozzi Village, 
Sedlescombe, East SussexTN33 OUF, 07702 849746 
e-mail: akehurst904@btinternet.com 

8-9th August - Tortworth Vintage Steam Rally, 

Showground, off B4509, Wickwar (M5, J14), South 
Gloucestershire GL12 8LJ, 

01527 575003 

e-mail: keithshakespeare@aol.com 
www.shakespearesrally.com 

9th August - Classic Van & Pick-up Show, 

Heritage Motor Centre, Warwickshire CV35 OBJ, 
01926645031 

www.heritage-motor-centre.co.uk 

9th August - It's Show Time' Country Show, 

Purleigh Halt, Barons Lane, Purleigh, Essex CM9 6PF, 

01621 852336 

e-mail: tonyturner16984@aol.com 
www.itsshowtime.org.uk 

9th August - Orkney Vintage Rally, Orkney Auction Mart, 

Grainshore Road, Hatston, Kirkwall, Orkney KW151FL 
01856811295 

e-mail: orkneyvintageclub@yahoo.co.uk 
www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/orkneyvintageclub 

9th August - Classic Car & Transport Show, 

Shugborough Hall, Milford, Staffordshire ST17 OXB, 

01922 643385 

e-mail: transtar@talk21 .com 
www.transtarpromotions.com 


9th August - Steam & Vintage Rally, Boatside Farm, Hay 
on Wye, Powys HR3 5RS, 01874 711110 
e-mail: info@vintage-society.org 
www.vintage-society.org 

15-16th August - Deeside Steam & Vintage Rally, Milton 
of Crathes, Crathes, Banchory, Aberdeenshire AB31 5QH, 
07900 233548 e-mail: robert.lawrie@btinternet.com 

15-16th August - Open Weekend, Scottish Vintage Bus 
Museum, Lathalmond, Dunfermline, Fife KYI2 OSJ, 

01383 623380 e-mail: eddie-taylor@tiscali.co.uk 
www.busweb.co.uk/svbm 

15-16th August - 36th Tern Valley Vintage Rally, 

Chetwynd Deer Park, Newport, Shropshire TF108AA, 
01952201404 

e-mail: frongader@hotmail.co.uk 
www.ternvalleyvmt.co.uk 

15-16th August - Kington Vintage Show, 

Kington Recreation Ground, Mill Street, Kington, 
Herefordshire HR5 3UE, 07918 603770 
e-mail: mickrand@btinternet.com 

15-16th August - Vintage & Steam Weekend, 

Weald and Downland Open Air Museum, Singleton, 

West Sussex P0180EU, 01243 811348 
e-mail: office@wealddown.co.uk 
www.wealddown.co.uk 

15-16th August - Truckfest Ireland, 

Balmoral Park, Lisburn, Belfast BT10,01775 768661 
e-mail: info@livepromotions.co.uk 
www.livepromotions.co.uk 

15-16th August - Yesterday's Farming, 

Haselbury Plucknett, Crewkerne, Somerset TA18 7RJ, 
07754593545 

e-mail: banks.56@btinternet.com 
www.yeasterdaysfarming.co.uk 

15-16th August - Weekend Trolleydays, The Trolleybus 
Museum, Belton Road, Sandtoft DN8 5SX, 01724 711391 
e-mail: trolleybusmuseum@sandtoft.org 
www.sandtoft.org 

16th August - The Great Biggar Rally, Showfield, 
Edinburgh Road Biggar, Lanarkshire, 01899 205405 
e-mail: helc@biggar-albion.org.uk 

16th August - 21st Raby Castle Classic Vehicle Show, 

Raby Castle, Staindrop, near Darlington, Co Durham 
DL2 3AH, 01697 451882 
e-mail: info@ markwoodwardclassicevents.com 
www. ma rkwood wa rdclassicevents.com 


16th August - Hampshire Road Run, Milestones Museum, 



A in contrast at Llandudno, over from Yorkshire, this 
Thames Trader, 1902 VF, which was originally registered 
in Norfolk, looks as if it spent its working life in 
agricultural transport, and has been nicely-restored as 
such. (Barry Fenn) 
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Barry Fenn, Andy Taylor and Vic Capon have all sent us pictures from this event. 



T he LlandudnoTransport Festival was 

held as usual on the Bodafon Fields site, 
over the May Bank Holiday weekend. 
Unfortunately, heavy rain made the 
ground conditions unsuitable for the 
vehicles to come and go, so the road runs, through 
Conwy and around the Great Orme, had to be 
cancelled. There was, however, a large number of 
impressive prserved lorries and other vehicles, some of 
which are seen here... 


1: This Perkins-powered Dodge 300 Series long-wheelbase tipper, 641 ECJ, in 
Barlow & Hodgkinson livery, like the short-wheelbase Leyland Comet tipper 
next to it, was part of an impressive Line-up of LAD-cabbed vehicles at the 
show. (Vic Capon) 

2: These two Bedford tankers, restored in Esso Livery, an OL and a TK artic, 

ZV 88839 and MNI128, were among the Irish vehicles which regularly come 
over to attend the Llandudno show. (Andy Taylor) 

3: A Foden eight-wheeled bulk tipper with the S20 coachbuilt cab, LCF 818, 
arrives in Llandudno, suitably attired in the Livery of WH Maiden & Sons, coal 
merchants of Wellington -1 remember Pretty of Lowestoft having a vehicle 
just like this in my youth in the 1960s - Ed. (Andy Taylor) 

4: This Plaxton Panorama Elite-bodied Leyland Leopard in its original 
‘Wallie’s Trolleys’ livery, VUB 396H, looks just as if it has dropped a load of 
holiday-makers at their hotel in the 1970s. (Andy Taylor) 

5: Now back in its original livery, the unusual Llandudno UDC Dennis PaxV, 
FJC 736F, which originally gave trips around the Great Orme, was back home 
for the weekend. (Vic Capon) 

6: We don’t know much about this American-built Cummins-powered 
Autocar‘Construcktor’ heavy haulage tractor in the Livery of Dutch company 
‘Mammoet’, but it made an impressive sight at Bodafon Fields. (Vic Capon) 


www.roadscene.com 


62 August 15 








































WYNNS 



A A 1920s ScammeLL, with chain drive and solid 
tyres, YX 7608, arrived on a trailer. Imagine 
this one with a suitable trailer attached, as an 
‘articulated eight’... (Vic Capon) 



A A classic AEC Matador in Wynns livery, SDW 948J, arrives in style on a modern heavy haulage outfit, 
behind a four-axle Volvo FH unit, FJ56 KLE, from the Chris Bennett fleet. (Vic Capon) 



A Looking a bit Like a sulking naughty child, this Ford 
Model A van, DL 7994, originally registered in the Isle 
of Wight, now Living in Cheshire, arrived at the rally 
on an A-frame behind the owner’s motor caravan. 
(Andy Taylor) 



a A much more modern preserved vehicle now, 
an early 1990s Scania 143M ‘Streamline’ arte unit, 
M311WBF, in Lovely condition. (Andy Taylor) 



A Typical of the modern transport for thr fun fair 
which was also held in Llandudno over the May 
Bank Holiday weekend was this Foden Alpha 
3000 tractor unit,T316 KCC. 



A The last time I saw a picture of this Foden six-wheeler with the classic caravan body, PTB 64, it was in 
dire need of restoration, which appears to have been done. It Looks as if it belongs on a fairground now. 
(Vic Capon) 



A The only picture we have of this nice ScammeLL 
Trunker in the iconic Ferrymasters colours, KRT 
732K, is with this inappropriate trailer, but we just 
had to include it... (Vic Capon) 



A Another LAD-cabbed LeyLand Comet, DOW 
504C, in the Livery of C A Garlick of Buxton, makes 
its way to the rally site. (Vic Capon) 



A A Dutch-registered Mack from the 1970s offers 
an interesting comparison with British-built 
vehicles of the time. (Andy Taylor) 



A A nicely-restored Foden S39 artic tipper, YEG 
902J between some more modern vehicles. 
(Vic Capon) 


www.roadscene.com 


August 15 63 

























Rushden Cavalcade 



Mike Forbes, Vic Capon and 



Len Jefferies visited the Rushden 
Cavalcade and took pictures... 


T he Rushden Cavalcade, held over 
the May Bank Holiday weekend, 
is seen by many rally-goers as the 
season-opening event. There was 
the usual selection of interesting 
commercials and other vehicles to be seen. 


> Almost hiding behind the flowers among the 
stalls was this International K Series, registered 
397 YUY, probably imported from America and 
at one time containing a fairground organ in its 
Luton bodywork. (Mike Forbes) 


Y The Derek Cooper preserved fleet was at Rushden in force, with 
everything from a Ford Model T and Bedford OST to modern DAFS 
and Volvos. In between were these Volvo F86 and F7, Foden S80 and 
bonneted Scania 143 tractor units. (Mike Forbes) 


Y What a nice Little London-registered mid-1930s 
Albion, DYP 886, in the Livery of growers R G Jakes 
& Son, of Gamlingay in nearby Bedfordshire. (Mike 
Forbes) 

































1: Another Derek Cooper vehicle present was this Guy Big J eight-wheeled bulk tipper, NYE 732E. William Nichol’s ERF had come all the way down from 
Scotland as well. (Mike Forbes) 2: This attractive Land Rover breakdown truck of Henlow Garage was taking part in a parade of these vehicles. (Mike Forbes) 
3: I’m sure thisAEC Matador was seen Last year with the MkV-style cab Looking awfully scruffy, but this interesting Lorry was much improved this year. (Mike 
Forbes) 4: Not a vehicle often seen outside a quarry, but this Euclid dump truck was at Rushden. (Mike Forbes) 5: A lovely late-1930s Plymouth ‘sedan’, in 
the guise of a US Army staff car, part of the extensive military display. (Mike Forbes) 6: This Bedford TK platform Lorry, PUR622 W was seen on the road run 
to the rally site on the Sunday, finished in very authentic-looking British Railways Livery. (Vic Capon) 7: On the way home after the rally, a Unipower, Douglas 
and an unusual Bedford TL-cabbed 4x4 were snapped on the A6 Rushden by-pass. (Len Jefferies) 8: A Lansing BagnaLL tug gives a helping hand to the ex- 
Northampton Brewery company ScammeU Mechanical Horse belonging to the Rushden Historic Transport Society, which puts on the show. (Mike Forbes) 
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Riverside Rally 


Barry Fenn has sent us some pictures from 
the Riverside Rally, held at Banks, near 
Southport, on Sunday 26th April, 2015. 


T his rally seems to be increasing in popularity, becoming more 
than a local event, as the pictures show a wide variety of 
interesting old vehicles. The late William Hunter was a great 
supporter of this show, as seen in the report in our sister 
publication, Classic & Vintage Commercials, and his entire 
preserved fleet was present. Here Barry shares with us some vehicles which 
were new to him - and he visits a lot of rallies each year. 

1: A1935 Ford 8 Model C, converted from a two-door saloon, probably during 
World War II, which is still in regular use and Looks as if it might be for sale... 
2: An impressive Leyland Octopus, ONC 7, delivered in 1953 as a six-wheeled 
Hippo, which has been beautifully restored in its original Livery of the 
Lancashire Cotton Corporation Ltd. 3: An attractive-looking Albion Chieftain 
tanker, LOA 634, which Barry says was a flatbed when he Last saw it (and will, 
no doubt, soon produce a photograph to prove it..!) 4: Another Albion, a 1959 
Claymore, said to have originally been a bullion van for the Royal Bank of 
Scotland. 5: A1926 Unic, now registered BF 6704, and restored in the Livery of 
builder,T Mawdsley, had a Lift to the rally on another classic Lorry. 6: ‘Bertha’ 
was originally a Mines Rescue vehicle. The 1955 Leyland Comet was recently 
returned to the north from Cornwall. 



Above: This Perkins-powered Dodge K Series four-wheeled tipper was 
previously a tractor unit in the Late Graham Bailey’s fleet, but has been 
rebuilt to represent the first vehicle run by Miles Fox of CLitheroe. 
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OldhamOpen Day 


Keith Baldwin went to 
the Open Day held by 
Richardsons of Oldham. 



1: A real classic eight-wheeler, Richardsons’Atkinson L1586, WMP 63, with its 
‘bow-fronted cab and Knight’s head and Gardner badges on the radiator. 

2: A1969 BMC Mastiff recovery vehicle, YWY 569G of J Murphy & Sons 
3: HFX 429 is an AEC Mammoth Major 8 Mk III, which has been restored to 
the Livery of its original operator, Devon-based J R Pratt & Son. 

4: Keith says this 1953 Foden FG with its S18 cab, PWB 191, in the Livery of 
the English Steel Corporation, Vickers Works, Sheffield has had a load added 
since he Last saw it. 

5: This 1980 ERF B Series tractor unit, ENL 645W, has been restored in British 
Coal Livery. 


K eith says he went to Oldham to see what 
'goodies'were in store at this open day, 
held on Sunday, 17th May, 2015. A few 
nice vehicles attended and he was not 
disappointed in the turn-out - apart from 
the cold, cloudy weather - and there was also a road run, 
with a trip over Standedge, ending up at the Motormans 
Cafe on the A62 near Marsden. 


Right: This Seddon DD8 tipper, RVL 723, was displayed 
at ‘Tipcon’ at Harrogate, back in the mid-1990s, when it 
was first restored to Richardsons’ attractive Livery, after a 
second Life on the fairgrounds. 
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WRITE TO: THE EDITOR, VINTAGE ROADSCENE, KELSEY PUBLISHING LTD., 

CUDHAM TITHE BARN, BERRY'S HILL, CUDHAM, KENTTN16 3AG OR EMAIL: MIKE.FORBES@KELSEY.CO.UK 



THAMES 400E INFORMATION SOUGHT 

Please will you print this in Vintage Roadscene 
magazine, to see if anyone can recall this type 
of vehicle based on a Ford Thames 400E with a 
Garner body. On 1 st June 1958, the registered 
owner of the vehicle, registered OFR 351, was the 
Lancashire Cash Bakery Co Ltd, Threlfall Road, 
Blackpool. The vehicle ended up in St Davids, 
Pembrokeshire in the late 1960s, as a mobile shop, 
and it is the only survivor known by the Thames 
club. I am looking forward to restoring it back to its 
former glory. 

Haydn Bateman, Tenby, Pembrokeshire 

(Replies can be sent via the editor or to 
haydn.bateman@btinternet.com) 
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MORE LAUNDRY VANS 

(This letter arrived after we had finished the last issue, but 
should have been added to Ken's letter in last month's 
issue - Ed) 

What a great story in Vintage Roadscene issue 187 - it 
was nice to know that you drove laundry vans in the 
1970s. You were right, if you had a good van boy it was 
fine. I always had a good van boy - and I was a good van 
boy, so my driver John Dixon said. 

The photos of the laundry vans were great. The three 
Lakeland vans were very good; the Commer Superpoise 
and the two Morrison Electric vans were in the van 
sheds at Barrow in Furness, not Lancaster. The Commer 
Superpoise, EO 9331, was taken outside the Lakeland 
shop in Bowness and the Commer with the vanman with 
the hamper on on his back -1 used to carry them like that 
(so did I - Ed) - was taken at Abbey House in Barrow in 
Furness. At the time of this photo it would have been a 
private residence I am sending you some more photos 
of laundry vans at Lakelands head office on Abbey Road, 
Barrow In Furness. Ken WiSscn, Garsiang. 


1: A Line-up of van drivers and their new Dedford vans in 1950 at the Lakeland Laundries head office in Abbey Road, Barrow In Furness. The Laundry closed 
in 1976 and was sold to B&O. Left to right: Harold Burns, Ronnie Kirby, Jack Fox, Harry Thomson, Ted Warton, Ken Fisher and John Manse. 2: A1961 Thames 
Trader Artie Loads up at Barrow, for the night run to Llkley. This Trader did not Last for Long before being sold on, as it was always breaking down. It also 
tipped over one night on the A65 at CLapham. 3: Taken in Longway, Barrow In Furness, in 1940, a Morrison Electric Van. The vanman in front of the van is 
Ernie Hughes; the boy had just come along to help Ernie. Note the white paint on the mudguard for the war. Barrow was badly hit during the bombing. 

4: A Leyland Tiger, waiting to be returned to Kendal, after being serviced at Lakeland’s own workshops, on Hindpool Road, Barrow.During the 1950s, the bus 
was introduced at Kendal. Its prime operation was to pick up employees from the Kirkbarrowand Sands Avenue estates, transport them to the Laundry and 
return them home after work. Twice a year, the workers from Kendal and Lancaster were offered a social outing, a visit to Blackpool illuminations and a fish 
and chip super on the way home. Les Swindlhurst would drive the bus. 
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...AND MORE FROM LEICESTER 

Regarding the feature in June's issue of Vintage Roadscene on 
laundry vans, like a lot of trades, these are gradually fading out 
Enclosed are pictures of vehicle of two companies which operated 
in the Leicester area. Wigston Laundry was based in South Leicester 
and Belgrave Laundry was based in the city. The two companies 
merged in the 1980s, to become Belgrave & Wigston Laundry. 

The first picture shows an early means of transport, a horse- 
drawn van, No 1 in the Belgrave fleet. The second picture shows 
a Morris-Commercial, with a payload of about half-a ton, No 16 
in the Belgrave fleet, JF 7218 (Leicester, late 1934), while the third 
picture shows a new Commer 'Walk-Thru' with a coachbuilt body, 
lettered for the merged companies. 

Colin Chesterman, Leicester. 




V 





THAT LEYLAND AGAIN 

With regard to the article by Leo Pratt in the 
May issue of Vintage Roadscene on the Black 
Stuff and the Leyland Comet tanker in Tarmac 
livery, I enclose a picture of the same lorry 
later in its life. As you can see, it has been 
restored as a platform lorry in the livery of S R 
Whittle, based in Derbyshire.The restoration 
apparently took several years. It was seen at 
the Cromford Rally on Sunday, 1 st August, 

2010, Barry Fenn, Telford 


PRE-WAR TRAFFIC SCENES 

I love those pre war traffic scenes, as in last month's'Tailscene'. Two of the 
cabs were in fact Morris-Commercials. I believe GH 7468 was a 'G'type 
International, while CML 233 was a Junior Six.The Fordson integral van was 
based on a 'BBE'the forerunner of the 7V.To confirm the identity of the ADC 
(Associated Daimler) lorry, I consulted AECTrucks In Camera (Ian Allan, SW 
Stevens-Stratten, 1984) and I attach the photo from page 17 of what could 
be the same van. Allan Bedford, via e-mail 
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TRANSPORT MAGAZINES 

Some 25 years ago, I acquired issues 1 and 2 
of the magazine'Drivers'World', from a flea 
market in Somerset. They are dated May and 
June 1953 and claim to be "the independent 
monthly for the road transport driver". 

In the 32 pages, printed in A5 format, the 
contents are mainly driver-focused - wage 
rates, pensions, speed limits, etc and in these 
two issues what was then the most important 
topic for the industry - denationalisation and 
the break up of British Road Services. 

There are also several pages advertising 
transport cafes and overnight accomodation. 

These two issues also cover the London 
docks in some detail - Royal Victoria, Royal 
Albert and King George V, with maps showing 
the location of the gates, wharves, shipping 
lines and the major occupants, many of 
whom have gone the same way as the docks 
themselves. 

I believe that Drivers'World was the successor 
to an earlier magazine, possibly'Headlight' 

The editor and publisher was Eric Cant of 
Hornchurch, with Laurence E Field as technical 
adviser. 

Does anyone know how long Drivers' 

World survived or indeed anything about its 
publisher? 

George D. Howell, Bourne 


VAUXHALL, NOT FORD 

The article on the AA is fascinating. 

However (and wouldn't you know it!) in the 
photo on page 26 of the Bedford CF Beaver- 
tail, JGO 639K, the car on the back is not a 
Cortina Mk III but, surely, a Vauxhall Victor 


2000. Sorry to be picky! 

Allan Macfarlane, via e-mail 

I think Allan is right about the Vauxhall - but 
don't they look similar? That's my excuse and 
I'm sticking to it! 



VINTAGE BUS AND COACH 
BOOKVOL2 

I have just purchased this, as I already had 
the first volume and have very much enjoyed 
them both. 

I lived between Nottingham and Newark 
in the early 1960s, so was looking forward 
to more from there in subsequent volumes. 

I went to school with Gashes for a few years. 
The contract to West Bridgford Grammar 
School required a 'decker and a coach and 
DD2 was our most frequent, although we 
had most of the other 'deckers occasionally, 
except DDIO the newest which was usually 
(with DDI, which had the late 1962 re-body) 
on the Newark-Nottingham Direct service. 
They were a very good operator with high 
standards of vehicle and staff turn out and 
attitude. 

I offer the following clarifications; 



v_ 


Page 3: L02 was indeed the newest coach 
for two years and the newest heavyweight 
until 1964. 

Page 31: The half-cab coach is probably 
D04 or 5, LAL 557/8, Dailrnler CVD6/ 
Burlingham C35F of 1950, withdrawn 1967/8. 

Page 35: The rear is of coach DOI, FAL 
737, not KAL, a Daimler COG/Willowbrook 
DP39F, new in 1939, withdrawn by 12/54 and 
featuring the Elston address for the garage 
vacated in favour of Newark in 1953. 

D in the fleet numbering system stood for 
Daimler at this stage, C for Crossley. 

Page 46 is almost certainly in Skegness. 

LRCC BUS STATIONS/ROUTES: I cannot get 


my old timetable route numbers to tie up 
with all your locations, except for Newark, 
of course, and Grantham. I expect you will 
get responses from people with better local 
knowledge than me which may well confirm 
your comments. The only LRCC service we 
actually saw each day was the occasional 
33C from Grantham to Nottingham, 
which was joint with Trent, although they 
numbered it 79! 

I hope you will be able to include some 
clarifications in either Vol 3 or Buses 
Magazine as you suggest. 

Thanks for your work so far. 

Colin Wood, via e-mail 

_ J 
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OBITUARY - GWYN DAVIES 1934-2015 



Vintage Lorry Funerals took Vintage Roadscene reader, Gwyn 
Davies on his final journey to Henllan Church and Cemetery, near 
to Newcastle Emlyn, in West Wales on Saturday January 24th 
2015. 

Gwyn started work for his parents on their farm and driving 
cattle wagons for the haulage side of the business. While the 
main focus of his work was taking beef cattle to markets, Gwyn 
also arranged to collect motorbikes, as a return load and started 
up a business in restoring and selling them. His next employment 
was for the local Co-operative, delivering animal feed to farms in 
West Wales. 

However, the bulk of his working life was spent with Unigate as 
tanker driver. He had a reputation of not hanging about and it is 
said that people in a pub on one of his main routes always knew 
when Gwyn was thundering past by the rattling of the bottles on 
the shelves. His boss was concerned about the high running costs 
associated with Gwyn's lorry and Gwyn explained that whereas 
others would do two loads, Gwyn would do three.The manager 
decided to travel with Gwyn one day to make an appraisal of 
his driving style. However, within 10 miles he was pleading with 
Gwyn to let him out of the cab. 

When Gwyn retired, he restored vintage tractors, owning a 
Fordson Dexta, a Ferguson TE20 and a Massey Ferguson 35. Gwyn 
also restored Morris Minors and was part of a local club, which 
agreed to provide the cars for the mourners that would follow the 
1950 Leyland Beaver, when Gwyn was taken on his final journey. 

David Hall who owns Vintage Lorry Funerals received a phone 
call on Saturday afternoon, January 10th from Maldwyn Lewis, a 
Funeral Director from West Wales, who asked David to work out 
a price for the funeral which would involve a 340 mile round trip. 
While David was doing the due diligence he undertakes before 
quoting a price, Maldwyn was counselling Gwyn's four sons that 


running vintage vehicles wasn't a cheap exercise. However, the 
four Brothers were overjoyed when David's price was 30% less 
than Maldwyn's estimate and they immediately booked the 
Leyland Beaver for Gwyn's final journey in two weeks time. 

Given the advent of likely snow storms in the Brecon area, 

David Hall opted to use the A48 being nearer the coast, with 
milder conditions. Everything went well on the journey until the 
A48 came to an abrupt end at Briton Ferry. The options were to 
join the busy M4 on a Friday morning or take a detour through 
Swansea on the A483 before rejoining the A48 near Gorseinon. 

Huw Davies shook David's hand and thanked him for all his 
efforts,'I could have got a local man to do Dad's funeral but 
having looked at your website I wanted the job done right.' It 
was then 15.30 hours and when Huw became aware that David 
was intending to drive home to Wiltshire he asked him to stay for 
the wake and even offered to pay David for an extra night in the 
hotel. David thanked Huw for his kindness, but said that having 
started at 09.00 hours he could work until 24.00 hours and this 
should see him home. 

On the return journey David stopped for his supper at Bridgend 
and just missed being caught up in the gridlock that followed 
a fatal accident on the A48 at Cowbridge. A detour via Llantwit 
Major proved challenging, when the road degenerated into 
a single track, with minimal passing places and overhanging 
trees, which brushed against the sides of the cab. As the time 
approached 23.30 hours the 1950 Leyland Beaver trundled into 
Bradford-on-Avon and David managed to reverse into his garage 
and complete his manual records before the two hands on the 
church clock appeared to be one. 

If you want to know more about the 1950 Leyland Beaver then 
ring David on 01225 865346 or visit www.vintagelorryfunerals. 
co.uk 
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NEXT MONTH- BocSOSQ^lS 

TIMPSON’S IN THE I930S 

DUMPER TRUCKS ON SITE 

THE ROMANCE OF TRAVEL 

WORKING WITH GUYS 

RALLIES - SOUTHDOWN 100, 

TYNE-TEES, RIDGEWAY AND 
EAST COAST RUNS 

AND MORE OF THE 
USUAL FEATURES 

IN THE SEPTEMBER ISSUE, ON SALE AUGUST 21ST 

* Cicumstances might cause the planned contents to change 


-YOU SAW THEM 
EVERYWHERE - 
ANOTHER HELPING 



To subscribe 
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ROAD TRANSPORT PHOTOS 

1940s onwards - professionally printed from 80p inc P&P. 
Free digital images available for Internet use 
Catalogue of over 50,000 photos at 

www.na3t.org/road 

On-line or mail order 

SAE; NA3T(VR), 14 Gannon Road, Worthing, BN 11 2DT 
eMail: mfo@na3torg Phone: Bob 01903 235167 
Land, sea or air negative collections purchased 



CLASSIC SPAPfS 

Brake and clutch hydraulic spares for post 
7 935 classic and vintage buses, coaches and 
commercials. Kits for master cylinders, wheel 
cylinders and slave cylinders. 

New and recon cylinders. 

Brake hoses from stock or made to pattern. 
Cylinder resleeving service and one off 
manufacture available. 

Contact: Ian Wonnacott, Classic Spares, 

The Forge, Fore Street, Kenton, Devon EX6 8LF 
Phone/Fax: 01626 891645 
email: iandDclassic-parts.co.uk 
www.classic-parts.co.uk 


BUS/RAILWAY 
COLLECTORS FAIR 


PUDSEY CIVIC HALL, LEEDS 

SATURDAY 
31ST OCTOBER 2015 

up to 100 stalls 10am to 4pm 

Admission f 1 


Enquiries to Barry Rennison 
0113 236 3695 

Email: rennison@cc-email.co.uk 
www.samuelledgardsociety.org.uk 
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NUW 984, the 1954 Bedford S type 
seen at the Nene Valley Railway, 
Wansford, near Peterborough, 
Cambridgeshire, in 1991. 





1 im King says he has watched 
I from afar the metamorphosis of 
I the Bedford S Type artic petrol 
tanker, now restored to its original 
Shellmex& BP livery, complete with 
the correct type of tank trailer. He likens it 
to the trasnsition from a caterpillar to the 
beautiful butterfly it now represents. It's 
come a long way from it's shabby beginnings 
when he first spotted it at the Nene Valley 
Railway back in 1991. 

Although it was basically'all there', the cab 
showed signs of pretty serious corrosion, 
with a later radiator grille and other fittings, 
obviously added to suit it for another role, for 
which it had been used in the meantime. 

Owner and restorer, Andy Usher, of Harrow, 
Middlesex is to be commended for bringing 
back to life this iconic representative of the 
early post-war'roadscene'. Remember the 

song in the adverts: "Keep going Shell.You 

can be sure of Shell"...? 


Above: On the Ridgeway Run, Henley to Ouainton, in 2013. 


Above: As seen on this year’s London to Brighton and Ridgeway Run. 
Left: On the HCVS London to Brighton Run in 2011. 
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3 EASY WAYS TO ORDER 

I ONLINE 

1 shop.kelsey.co.uk/ctk 

2 FOST 

Fill in the form and send to: FREEPOST RTKZ-HYRL-CCZX, 

Classic Truck Subscriptions, Kelsey Publishing Ltd., Cudham Tithe Barn, 
Berry’s Hill, Cudham, Kent, TNI6 3AG 

3 CALL OUR SUBSCRIPTION TEAM 
0845 241 5159 & quote offer code CTKC110 

Hotline open: Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm. 

Please note that calls are charged at your local rate, 

for further information please check with your service provider. 


*normal price £3.80 


SUBSCRIPTION OFFER SUBSCRIPTION OFFER I TRUCK! SUBSCRIPTION OFFER SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 


YOUR DETAILS 

Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr.Forename 

Surname. 

Address. 


EfvES! Please start my subscription to Classic Truck magazine 
paying just £15.00 every 12 months SAVING 34% 


<D 


Instructions to your Bank or Building Society to pay by Direct Debit 


.Postcode 

Daytime phone.Mobile .... 

Email. 

DELIVERY DETAILS (if different from above) 

Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr.Forename. 

Surname. 

Address. 


Name of Bank 
Address. 


Account name. 

Sort code 

.Postcode. 

Account number 

i 

Li 1 i 


i i i i i i i 


.Postcode 

Daytime phone.Mobile .... 

Email. 


Signature. Date. 

Originator s Id number Djrect [j e bit s f rom accoun ^ detailed in this instruction subject to the safeguards 
assured by the Direct Debit guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain 
with Kelsey Publishing Ltd. and, if so, details will be passed electronically to my Bank 
or Building Society. 


81 3 I 71 31 8 I 3 


PLEASE SEND COMPLETED FORM TO: 

FREEPOST RTKZ-HYRL-CCZX, Classic Truck Subscriptions, 
Kelsey Publishing Ltd., Cudham Tithe Bam, Berry;s Hill, 
Cudham, Kent, TNI 6 3AG 


Offer/prices available until 31st December 2015. Kelsey Publishing Group Ltd. uses a Multi Layered Privacy Notice giving 
you brief details about how we would like to use your personal information. For full details visit www.kelsey.co.uk or call 
01959 543524. If you have any questions please ask as submitting your data indicates your consent, until you choose 
otherwise, that we and our partners may contact you about products and services that will be of relevance to you via direct 
mail, phone, email and SMS. You can opt-out at ANY time via email data.controller@kelseypb.co.uk or 01959 543524. 


Offer code: CTKC110 



















































THIS MONTH’S 

NEW RELEASES 

1:76 Scale '00' gauge precision diecast models 



Details May Be Subject to Change 






Well take good care of you. _ 


Ml 

Ml 

III 

III 

# 

i r 

ft 

\ j 


18110 Park Royal XA Atlantean LONDON TRANSPORT 

The XA Park Royal Leyland Atlantean first went into service with London Transport 50 
years ago this year. To mark the occasion our model depicts fleet number XA 3 
registered CUV 3C, operating route P3 to Peckham via Nunhead Lane, slightly later in 
ite working life. JUNE RELEASE 



16325 Bristol LS BRISTOL TRAMWAYS 

Originally in service with Bristol Tramways our Bristol LS also worked for Bristol 
Omnibus and Bath Tramways in its lifetime. Registered PHW 922, fleet number 2832 
operates route 125 to Bristol. 

JUNE RELEASE 



26705 Plaxton Paramount 3500 

STAGECOACH CALEDONIAN EXPRESS 


This Plaxton Paramount 3500 Expressliner is shown at the time it was owned by 
National Express. Registered G554 SSP, fleet number VSR 689 is operating route 860 

,0GlaS90W JULY RELEASE 



27214 Leyland TD1 Open back READING CORPORATION 

A fresh new fleet on our models and possibly the first ever model of a bus in Reading 
Corporation livery. Leyland TD1, RD 777, fleet number 36 with destination blinds 
showing Stations, a feature to limit information during WW2. 

JULYRELEASE 



18017 Daimler Fleetline BOURNEMOUTH CORPORATION 

Originally destined for Belfast ALJ 340B was one of two vehicles switched to 
Bournemouth Corporation when they had a delay in supply. Fleet number 40 works 
route 6 to Bournemouth Square, this vehicle has since been the subject of a loving 
restoration. JUNE RELEASE 



24822 Plaxton Minibus NORTHUMBRIA 

This Plaxton Minibus continues to build our popular and colourful fleet of 
Northumbria models. Registered H801 SKY, fleet number 962 operates route 435 to 
Morpeth, just off of the A1 in Northumberland. 

JUNE RELEASE 



15719 Plaxton Panorama LONDON COUNTRY N.B.C. 

This ex Barton Transport Plaxton Panorama is depicted in London Country's livery 
during the N.B.C. period. Registration number MRR 802K, fleet number RN 2 would 
have been a comfortable ride for commuters on route 714 between Dorking 
and London. 

JUNE RELEASE 



23503 Alexander Atlantean GREAT YARMOUTH CORPORATION 

Our Alexander Atlantean model is named after a character from Charles Dickens 
novel David Copperfield. "Peggotty" Great Yarmouth Corporation's fleet number 7, 
registered CEX 107C operates route number 7 to Harbours Mouth and carries 
advertising for a local bookmaker. JULY RELEASE 


For EFE Stockists or to Buy Direct call: 0208 344 6720 

Want to keep up to date with all our new model releases? 

Why not join our EFE Subscription Service! See our website for more details. 

www.exclusivefirsteditions.com 



































